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WORSHIPFVLL, 


Sir WALTER Sir CLEMENT 
ERLE, COTTEREL,. 


KNIGHTS: 


And to their vertuous Ladies, euer- 


ſoundneſſe of Faith, with the power 


of Religion and conſtancie, in 


th moſt heartie 
wiſhed. 


Should maruell to ſee any once pro- 
feſfing the truth, to turne from the 
light unto darkenes, from the true 
> Worſhip and Religion of Chriſt, to 
the ſuperſtition and idolatrie of 
2A Antichr iſt but that read, that 
4 our firſt parents beleeued Satan 
| "FR" © before Cod; that men laue darke« 
neſſe more then the light, and that for not louing the trmh, 
and delighting in vnrighteouſneſſe, God giueth ſuch auer 
to beleeue hes, that they may bee dammed. Contd it 
elſe otherwiſe bee, that ſa; mam in this ſa cleare light of 
Gods Goſpell, ſhould fall may ? What haue our aduer ſarits 
now more to plead for their cauſe, then heretofore they 
baue had ? I hat can they; nom ſay, which is not alreadie 
| | A 3 Ps 


. The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 
ully anſwered by aur learned men? T hey put out indeed new 
lee in 7 ard of the writing _ — ng; but the 
reaſons one and the ſamo in — wa and Fr — 
this is in ſhew a puttin? of mare ſtrength, to uphold their rui- 
nous fv yon * Neth Ta — beguile the 
ſimple and wnſtable-minded. By many waies they ſeeke to de- 
ceiue, and beguile people but eſpecially by accuſing our Religi- 
on of falſhood and nouelty, and affirming theirs to be the true 
and moſt ancient faith : in both which they ſpeale very vn- 
truely For touching this their preſent Religion ( as it differeth 

from ours, & as it us Popery) it is but anew vſtart Religion, 
2222 Iudaiſane, P aganiſme and Hereſie ; a Religion 
iſed by men, and not hauing God for the Author, How 
farre aur Religion is from: falſhood and nonelnie, 1 haue here 

indtuoured to ſhew, anſwering 10 that queſtion ſo often pro- 

"pounded, Where it was before Luthers time? 

If any of our aduerſaries, or all of them together dare to go 
plainely Iworke, (for hitherto: they haue not) and firſt ſet 
domme ours — — accord, wherein, — farre we and 
they in thing doe agree, 10 cut off hereby all needleſſe 
N — Aer — fai 
without equinocalt termes to deliuer their diſtint differences 
from vs, that ſo euery one may rightly difterne, whereabout 
we do cumend and whatindced their now preſent Religion is, 
which we call Popery, bring ſcuerrd from our common agree- 
ment. Thirah, to bring theſe their differences tothe que trial 
of Scriptures,the common 3 of Chriſtianitie, and the 
true writings of the ancient Fathers in the firſt ages, tbemmii 
tt clearely appeare to euery one of indifſerent indgement,whe- 
they ours or theirs be the true Religion, and whether ours or 
theirs be the falſe Gharch. 


In the meane ſpace, till they proceede thus opright and 
ſincerely, T hope, no Proteſtant in earneſt, wil er 


The Epiſile Dedica » 


ng, & that makes conſcience of his waies,lowing the truth, 

ne bumbly before his Gad, being acquainted with Gods 
Murad, and praying for Gods direttion, that Gad either will 
8 — 

iam Church, i ut [eriow[ly a uch tlungęi 
ä abſolute condemnation, 2 4 maſh iu 
ſuſpicion of her to be nought , as firſt, the — of haly 
Scriptures, locking them vp from the common people, as if 
Goas Word were infectiaus. Secondly her thruſting van t 
people her feigned traditions, all beſides, aud many of them 

ainſt Scripture.T hirdly the abjurd and 2 
1 their Latine Seruice, which the people wnderfland nat. 
Fourthly, their idolotrous praying 10 Saints, worſbipps 
ftorkes and ſtones, and reliques of ibe dead. Fifthly, their 
2 ſence in the Sacrament. 
Sivihiy, the feigned mir — caarenager ther, 
out here, and in other Countrieszihe boaſting af then a 
farre off, but not able to worke the like among vs. Seuenthiy, 
the ſhameleſſe & grofſe belying 2 — 
. 
others, Eiehtlythe citing in ce of.therr Religion. 
terftit — a 0 — = and ſo condemned to be by 
: — Ninthly, the not permitting 
mem, 


the learned on their own 


our bookes amon A ur ur theirs Us. 
— the tying of 1 people 10 the Prieſts lippes, — not 


— 


The Epiſtlè Dedicatorĩe. 
permit ting them 10 try abeir doctrine, as me dec. I he wuinſs 
curſes, diſſembling practices, and mercileſſe cruelties vſed to 
vphald their Religion, ſwearing & for ſwearing,by equinora- 
tions, mentall — and Popes diſpenſations, maſſa- 
cres, and pomder- plots, and bloodie perſecuttons.Twelfibly, 
The anoydin of free generall Councell, to heare and dcter- 
mine aur differences. Who is he that ſhall conſider. of theſe 
things with iudgement, but will ſuſpect this Romiſh Church 
to be none of Chriſts Church if withal he ade hereto, the con- 
fideration of the differences betweene the wiſedome below (by 
which that Seate is gnided) which is earthly, naturall ſenſa- 
al & dtuiliſb, and the wiſdome from aboue (by which Ghrifts 
Church is guided) which is pure,peaceable,gemie, eaſie, to be 
imweated, full of mercy, and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocviſie, as Saint Iames writeth? 
1-doubt not but that you haue already conſidered of theſe 
premiſſes,and that you are reſalued, that this ts the true Reli- 
gion, andthe good way, wherein you malle, euen the ancient, 
Catholike and Apoſtolike veritie, groumded wpon Scripture, 
andthe principles of Chriſtianity taught by the holy Fathers 
and Doctors of the Church, and confirmed by the bloodof 
bleſſed Martyrs. My deſire is, that God wauld continue your 
tone, with eucreaſe of æcale toward the ſame more and more, 
To this purpoſe are theſe my endeuours, which 1 preſent ur- 
10 you, praying your fauonrable accept ance of my good mea- 
ning, and hearty wel. wiſpes, and worthy reſpect unto your 
ſelues, and to all that wiſh well to Sion, and pray for the peace 
of lerufalem: God let them, and you with yours, to proſper 
which loat it. Amen | 


TER 


Batcombe,Sept.2 6, Richard Bernard... 


Lodebowd takes ; 
A N ANSWERE 


TO. THAT QYES TION S0 
often, and ſo inſultingly propoled by 
our Aduerſaries, asking vs; V here 

4 e our — before 


e IT is 2 comment queſtion, and ofien 
S £2 - propounded by Papiſtu in an inſul- 
ting manner quer ys, Where our Re- 
go ae 45; before Zatbers time? As 
though wee could not anſwere to the 
Jemand,nosferch our Religion from. 
any more ancient, or better Auchct: 
4 A ate decemed in both. And. 
| Eat. inprefacing, Ianſwere: : 
I. I was, and is written, and contained in the holy. 
Seriptures, the Canonicall Bookes of che old and new Te- 
ſtatnent. 


II. The ſame hath been ,and is written is dhe hears of 
Gadepeople . 
called, according to cuery mans as they 

_ bin taught 2 it out of bee | 
te. For this muſt we know chat no other doctrine 

of Chriſtian Religion was, or is written in mens hearts, by 
ne ne Spirit 1 the - 
en-men. 


= 


2 t dJLvtHrexc 


Fe enſure ures to write in thoſe Bookes, The 
netherein contained (as God hed 
— Mach he vorleten in the hearts of his „ Ter. 
33.342. Cœ. 3. . And for theſe ends, that 
me G3 nd r their God, andth — 
te, Ierem. 31. 33; 34. that they mi make profeſſion 
, — and obcdiently ſet — 2 the — of 
chat his bleſſed will, Ezech.11:19;20. * 6.26, 27. 

III. That it was alſo wornten in learned mens labouts, 
agrecing with thoſe holy Bookes, as they found the truth 
therein, taught vnto them by the Prophets and Apeitles, 
So as the doctrine of our Religion is no other, then that 
which the Scriptures dog teath; the Chutch and true Peo- 

ple of God haue beletued, dnUptofaſed; not ud other then 
Thar, which is to be found in the wiitiogs of F holy ancient 
Fathers, and of learned men, before euet Lauber was borne, 

That our Religion was thus beſote Luthers time, I proue 
by theſe N reaſons. . 


I: A x, FF 
From holy Scriptures, wherein Wee | 


writeenand taughrin every Poynt. 


ar | Religion whichirin a and emeey 

ren m —— NES 

idee nen fue, warbeforeLutheys time. For the 

Seriptures Were yireen Many hündted Yeeres, before I. 

— r hen u care to 
E e ©. : 


* To Fins Religion in all and every pogo theveef 


# 


(wherein we thiſfer from our ps mes Fe writtew and pre- 
ee Chnonicall booker of the old 
weld Teſtament ; wt opts —— poytit prooiied 


22 our ſide. 
i before Luthets ie. The Minor T 
4 | 1. Byte the piblieRecrds of our Chr ge ache, 


| VTHER, 3 
29 the publike auchorized Catochiſme, ſhorter and larger, 
by the booke of Homilies, by the book of Articles, and our 
booke of Common-prayer. Out of which (wherein ſac- 
uer we differ from our Adverſaries) nothing is found be- 
ſides, as wanting warrant of Scripture, much leſſe any thing 
contrary thereunto, but euery thing grounded ypon, and 
fully agrezing with the ſame, | 

II. By Gods Spirit, the Author of the Scriptures, which © 
doth further our Religion in the hearts of the people, 
through the reading and interpreting thereof, which the 
Spirit of God would not doe, if our Religion were not that 
which the Scriprures teach, For would the Author of the 
one, approue of the other, if they were not beth one? If hee 
ſhould further a Religion contrary to the Scripture, hee 
ſhould be contrary to himſelfe, allowing and making good 
that in mens hearts by inward operation, which he liath diſ- 
allowed by the Scriptures, which are of his divine inſpirati- 
on. It is evident to all that are read in the Scriptures, that 
they condemne all Heatheniſh,all Hereticall, & Idolatrous 
Religion; likewiſe,all will- worſhip, all vaine inuentions of 
men, the ſeruing of God by bumane traditions, by the pre- 
cepts and doctrines of men: ſo as if our Religion were auy 
ſuch, Gods Spirit would not grace it, nor ſo knit mens harts 
vnto it, nor ſo effectually — by it in mens conſciences, 
nor ſo perſwade vnto it, as he daily doth by the Scriptures. 

If they ſhall deny, that Gods Spirit doth any ſuch thing. 
as we ſuppoſe; 1 would faine know of them, hat other 
ſpirit it poſſibly may be, that doth ſo leade men to eſteeme 

o much the Scriptures, doth excite men to theſtudy of 
them, and to make them the onely rule of doctrine, and liſe, 
to heare, belieue, reſt and delight in tbem, and ſo to worſhip 
God onely, as hetein he requireth to be wotſtipped, and to 
— — — is not warranted by — — 

ary poynt of faith? And that onely v is 
chat the Scriptures are — — are indited by 
his Spirit, and written by his holy Prophets and Apoſtles? If 

this be not the — W 

1 2 y 


1. Cor. 1. 1. 
1* Cor. 2. 74. 


Non. 8.7. 


Verſe 3. 


4 Looks beyond Lv vu ns. 
Scriptures in the heartof every ſound Chriſtian, what 
— Gan isir? Certainely itmuſt bee either the Spirit of 


God, or of Man, or of the Diuell. But neither of theſe two 


latter therefore the former. . 

I; It is-not the ſpirit of man that can, and doth thus 
worke:, forfi»{t,the ſpirit of man perceiueth not the things 
of God, till Gods Spirit acquaint him with them. Second- 
y, they be fooliſfineſſe vnto him. Thirdly; his wiſedome is 
enmitie with God, ſo as Gods wiſdome in diuine myſteries, 
and mans wiſdome can never agree in one. Fourthly,-the 


__ of man ſauoureth the things of the fleſh, and not of 


the Spirit of God. Frfihly, his heart is continvally euill, til he 
be regenerate. Sixthly and laftly, it is evidently knowne b 
too much miſerable experience, that man loueth not the ſiu. 
dy of the Scriptures, hee cannot delight in them, hee cannot 
away to frame his life after them : euery one that hath any 
ſparke of divine knowledge, knoweth this to bee true from 
his owe naturall corruption, both in himſelfe and others 
alſo. Nowy can any reaſonable- minded man thinke, that 
ſuch an auerſe ſpirit as is. in man, fo difaffecting the holy 


Scriptures, and the ſtudy thereof; that it can bee that Spirit 


which perſwade th and draweth men, contrary to it corrupt 
ſelſe, to imbrace that Religion which is grounded vpon the 
Scriptures, and to pre ſſe to the obedience thereof? Vea, can 
it bee mans ſpitit, that worketh loue to ſuch a Religion, 
which ſo oppoſerh mans yrs WY as the worldly wiſe 
Politician deridethit, the pleaſurable man ſuateth it, the 
reedy of game cannot abide to bee ruled by it, and the 
— ſpirit vhieh hunteth after the pride of life, fath it 
in great.c t? ſoasnone in very deed, but onely ſuch 
as doe deny themſelues, doe forſake the world, and can 
well contented to take vp their croſſe, and follow Chriſt ;et- 
ther can, or will imbrace the ſame. 7 21 
II. It is not the ſpirit of Satan, For although her ml 
abuſmely now and then alleage dSeripture, yet is d a deadly 
enemy to dhe Scriptures: hee will not leade to the right v 
of them. nor pet ſwade men to frame their Religion and liſe 
5 IK after 


after them, but rarhes doth the cleane comraiy; «s 
the ſtorie of the — — 


142 


tations tell vs. For as 2 Father ſaith, The Diuell catmox + 0igen vpon 
dure to haue any to ſtudy the Scriptures; that is torment Numb. 


and paine aboue all paines to him. Ne hach euer been a rai- 
ſer vp of perſecution againſt ſuch, as ſerue God in a Religi- 
on onely grounded vpon the Seriptu- es: as. hee was in the 
Ietves, againiſi the Apoliles, avitthe belecuing Gentiles; ſo 
in Geonles Iofidels,; againſt Chriftians ;-ih the Hererkes 


againſt the Otthodoxall; in our Antichriftian Aduetſaties 


againſt vs; and in all tewde liue ts, the children of diſobedi- 
ence, ia whom be beareth tule, and whoſo hearts hei ſtirteth 
vp to doe bis will againſt all ſuch as ima mort ſttict man- 
ner endeuour to frametheirlives after Gods Word, though 
in all together, cheyprofeſſe one Gud, and baue tecei- 

fame Baptiſme, and doe liue together :inthe fame 
Chutch. Therefore ee ſec, that it cannot be tbe, ſpitit of 
Satan, that perſwadeth to our ſo tiolya Rehgjan by the 
Seriptures, v pon which onely it is ſettleti, ſeeiog h ſo dead - 
| — a Religion, and the ſound and zealous Pro- 

thereof. | 1 2113 © 3 3952501 
AN. It is not the ſpirit of man and Satan togettier,asmay 
appeare, firſt. n Hererokgs, who ate leil by Satan, and chem 


byche Beall cobume rhe Sctipwts, 86 did that wicked 
840 B 3 Diacleſian, 


1. anz. 
p- 
2. 


v,'T 
44. 4.1 


4 


ler, 36, 


2 Theſ.a. 


6 Lale beyond I. wr friem: 


ligion, 2s is 


Dioclefian; alſo here in Brittaine, the Infidell Saxons; und 
in Ieruſalem, that — -who bunt the Pro- 
phecic of /eremniab; which Bawch writ from ſui mouth at 
that time. Fourthly, In er Adver/aries now, who cannot 
reſt with the Scriptures, nor will admit them, as the only 


Iudge in controuerſies, nor as the onely Rule of Religion. 


And the very reaſon is, becauſe they teach and practiſe ma- 
ny things out of their owne ſpitit, euen che doctrine of De- 
uils, which the Scripture viterly condemneth. Their Sain- 
ted will · worſhippers in their Heremeticall life, and their 
world of Monkiſh Orders, camot abide the tule of Scrip- 
ture; their holy courſe of life ſo much admired and extol- 
led (yet onely of ſuch as kriow not the power of Satan, in 
the deceivedble waycs of his vnrighteouſneſſe) dares not 
ſtand to be iudged, ruled, and ſquated aſter the rule of holy 
Scriptures: yea, as holy as they pretend to bee, yet 0 

can they, nor wil they wholly frame their 
tion, and hie after the Word of life. And 


pon N 
ing eirherof theſe, it followeth, that it muſt needs be the 
Spirit of God, that thus perſwadeth men to our Religion by 


the Scriprures,wherein it is contained. 

III. Our Religion appeareth to be writren in, and iuſti- 
fied by the Scriprures, for hat in thoſe ploces it getteth en- 
trance, and thriueth, where they are permitted to be fludied, 
and read of all, and to be taught, as the onely rule of Regi- 
on. — are the very life and ſtrength of our Re- 

fuffic iently kn by experience to our very 
Aduerſaries. Now, how c his be, if our Religi 
not that, which is taught in the Scriptures? For che Scrip- 
ture, as is aloreſaid, doth condemne —— & Hereſies, 
will- worſhip and will-worſhippers,i and idolaters; 
and istheSword ofthe Spirit, the — — 
ibat conſumeth the Man of Sinne. wn, 


Bal Lv 1m A. 7 
— tmerdondfida 

Man oſ ſin che Scriptureuld note ie and ſrengih 
chercoſi ſceing they appoley ge wu eapdemncabate 


1H offs rom evorgiih wt Moto yoo wy n909e'”) 


IV. Our Region fegt by ſuch ha- 


and heauenly onely, as. theScriprates allow'and 
— which weliderbee abends omy mene: 
vſedl at the fir ſtbaming ab Chriſban 


r Wee This — 
low.. ; | 
I, a dn: 4d Tbis wess 
wos preſcribed: by — — 20 mer — — 
vdo hin C=. 1 9,3. und the ſumembſcuedpybhA. 
. 15 0. AHA. 14. 10: 34. N 12.29.50 
8 of Gods Word is rdemucanes, bywhicheur Re. 


gion;throug x arp — 
ah eters nd pes — 
— ks 
11 a non _ 
Ok Fhere 


allied 


Combi Hb — —— 
ſutt hered tut Religion, curn1by therrſtimoy of) 


— — enen 
21! 3 94101979 10 
III. Then was teac hin be Jachogerber ef" 
the of the —— The foſtles taugbt / che 
Goſpell onely out of them, Reni. a. Aid 20. a 28/25) | 
thEScriptures they cited, Act. 161 3.76; x7; bychem 
mey conſuted the Aduet ſatirs, Ad A- x$28%S pu 
dipreachiog is outiof the ö 
hets and Apoſtles: by — confirme our doctrine, an 
chiefly doe we conſute out Adeerfaries,”. -| | '/ 
IV. Then was allowed — — 


1 . —— 


— prcpls In che Po 
5 nom cammbaly called, als Ball before 


uerſaries and is a cial neanis tb ühforme the mindkeb of Treas, 


'$ Ponle beym Ir ras. 
neuer ſotbade chem to em nb ever reprovned 2h 
— —— ———ů—ů— — 
J. Tyne en. isa ανντνuð ef ix written, as « 
matter worchy pralſe in religious men, the Eunuch, and the 
Nob mildere —— ind ſearehed the Sctipmirts; 
— alſo in godly — eptheir children here- 
in, 878; 70, 15717; 18. SO — 3.151 Nes, Peter 
en Rocke) m genttall bel 

lech — rarer deo take 
heed thereunto, as to a ſure Word, 2. Per. 1. 19. So is there 
hero with ds, thè free vſe of che % tts wee com- 


——— nes OA — hold them 


—— — hply add 8edbrenc ſludie 
= ing to the — 199 
in the poſiles days. 
V. Theuavete there —— 
cage lber, 11119. wo 1. land c oc 
onnho ficſt 20;7:1-Ca2r650. Theſe 


Aﬀembliesn none might forſake, but all were 0 


a —— — them, Feb uo. ag. toboware 


— — contrary to the receives 


2 ee e los, K. 16 17 S wer publike 
ö para onrrho firft diy bf the, 
und it ocher times, urhich allare boumd do coe vnto, and 
none ought to forſakt c diuiſiona, contrary to che 
Apoſtolicall doctrine, and to prrſerue the publik pvoſoſſi- 
an ande Reh art tnf NN 
VI. —— far ud 
7 ongregerien, fur iat might ib je roteach, haufig — 
ghi of the people, and dare of their ſoules, Act u.; 
— — 1. Pet. 5. 2.3 8 wit 
bern reer 
n 9% 3! N IA bus enn. 
"V1 I. hen was 1s Godenrly wor furpped, Aha pee 
vue in theſe Aſſembbes; nor Saints, nor Angels] not the 
Virgin Arte. Io hem prayers were made vai on 
cord, s 1.14. & 2.42. 0 4-24. the Whrdread, aTheſ: 
1 4-37» 


Looke beyond Lv ths x. 


9 
5.27. Col 4. 16. the Word preached, A, 20.7, the Sacra- 
ments adminiſtred, Act. 2.4 2. 1. Cor. 11. 18, 20, 23,26. and 
the Lords Supper in both kinds delivered, 1. Cor. 10. 16. 
Collections were alſo made for the poore, 1. Cor. 16 l 2. aud 
al things were performed to ediſication, in a known tongue, 
1. Cor. 14. In our Aſſemblies God is onely worſhipped, to 
hit onely we make our prayers, and neither to Saint nor 
Angell, nor to the Virgin Mary; though wee honour them 
duly as we ought. In our Aſſemblies, Prayer is made with 
one accord, the Word read and preached, the Sacraments 
adminiſtred, and the Lords Supper in both kinds deliueted, 
Almes, as need requires, giuen to the poore, and all done to 
edification, and in a knowne tongue, as in the Apoſiles 
dayes. 

V III. Then was preached againſt, and forbidden all will. 
worſtup, though neuer ſo faire in ſhe w. allſeruice to God aſter 
the doctrine and cõmandement of men, ol. 2. 20, 23. alſo, the 
wor ſhip of Angels, (01.2. 18. the wor ſhip of Idoli, 1. Job. 5. 21. 
and folomfhi with [dolaters, 1. Cor. B. 10. and 5. 11. 2. Cor. 
6.14, 18. So wich vs are forbidden all theſe things, and con- 
demned by our Religion, as is euident by our booke of Ho- 
milies, booke of Articles, the publike authorized larger 
Catechiſme, and other publike Records: yea, the forbid- 
ding,aboliſhing,and preaching againſt theſe things, is an 
excellent meanes to vphold the — of our Religion, 
vrhich in it ſelſe is ſo contrary to al will-wrortbip, humane 
inventions, ſuperſtition and idolatry. 

IX. Then was the exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical! diſcipline for 
the preſeruation of order, for the puniſhing and caſting out 
of obſtinate Heretikes, 1. Tim. 1. 20. & 6.3.7it.3.10. asalſo 
of notorious offenders, which would not otherwiſe bee re- 
formed, 1. C vr. 5. 7. 2. Theſ. 3. 14. and thoſe the people were 
to auoyd, 1. Cor. 5. 10. 2. Theſ. 3.6. 2. Tim. 3. 5. Epheſ. 5 7. 
This godly diſcipline duly obſerued,is of great force to pre- 
ſerue our Religion, and to keepe it in honour and eſtima- 


tion. 


X. nnn 4 holy conuer- 


ſation, 


10 Looke beyond LV YH ER. 


ſation, both in Paſt ort, Tit. 2. 7, S. 2 2. 4nd in the pe- 
ple, Rom. 1 2. 1, 2. Eph. c. & 6. This Chriſtian- like conuerſa- 
tion adotneth our Religion, which is onely powerful! in 
them which liue well; tor it condemneth all Libertiniſine, 
and requireth very ſtrict obedience to God and his Word, 

XI. Then was ſuff. ring of perſecution for the trath,and the 
ſame forerold to accumpany the godly, Act 14 22. 1.Theſ, 
3.3. 2. Tim. 3. 2. & 1.8. Phil. 1. 19. which greatly furthered 
Religion, taught 15 the Apoſtles, Phil. 1. 1 2. And ſo hath 
it done ours in theſe parts of Chriſtendome, as the World 
knoweth. 

XII. Then was taught ſubiectios both of Paſtors amd peo- 
ple vnto Principallities and Powers,as to Kings, ſo to inferionr 
Magiſtrates ſent by them. All ſorts without exception, were. 
taught obedience to them, and for conſcience ſake, were 
they bound to render to them dues, tribute, cuſtome, ho- 
nour. They were commanded to make prayers for them 
with thankſgiuing, which was a meanes to further Religh- 
on for the Apoſtle telleth them, that thus to doe is well-do- 
ing, and a meanes to ſtop the mouthes of the Aduerſaries, 
that ſo they might lead a quiet and peaceable life in all god- 
lineſſe and honeſtie, Nom. 13. 1, 7. Tit. 3. 1. 1. Pre. a. 13, 17 
1. Tim. 2. 1. 2. This is & hath bin an excellent meanes to ad- 
uance our Religion for Kings and Princes ſeeing, that our 
true and Apoſtolicall Religion did not derogate from their 
Jawfull authoritie, did not draw ſubiects from their allege- 
ance, nor exempt any from their true obedience, but rather 
maintained theright, which God by his holy Word in 
Scriptures had giuenthem; they ſubmitted to the truth, and 
embraced our Religion,ſhaking off the yoake of Antichriſt, 
and ſo tooke vpon them the authoritie giuen them of God, 
to reforme Religion, according as they were taught, and 
hed learned the doctrine of Chriſt in the Scriptures. 

| - Thus wee ſee, firſt, the ordinay meanes which the | 
| Seriptures preſcribe, and evidently ſhew to haue been vſed 
in the Primitiue Church, for the planting and vpholding of 
Chriſtian Religion. And ſecondly, that the very ſelfe-ſame 
haue 
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haue been, and yet are the meanes for planting and preſer- 
uing of our Religion, in every Countrey where it hath been 
recciued, Which meanes are ſo powerfull and cffeRuall 
for this purpoſe, that looke by how much theſe meanes are 
put in execution, by ſo much doth our Religion proſper, in 
ſpite of all worldly oppoſitions, and gaine-1ayings whatſo- 
euer: and on the contrarie, looke as theſe meanes, either 
wholly,or but in part, are neglected, or faile to bee perfor. 
med, ſo doth our Religion lole of its ſtrength, and decay a- 
mongſt the people, what policie ſoeuer men otherwiſe vſe 
to vphold the ſame, For our Religion ſtands by holy and 
heauenly meanes,and not by meere worldlv policie, or hu- 
mane deuices, faire ſhewes to the eyes, delights to the eare, 
pleaſurable oblects to delight the carnally-minded, Neither 
can it be held by any Satanicall deluſions, fabulous narrati- 
ons, feigned miracles, deceitfull Jugglingynor by pretended 
apparitions of Angels, or of ſoules departed ; nor by the 
bare authority of mens layings, Deerees of corrupt Coun- 
cels, Popes ſentences, wrangling Canoniſts, Sophiſticall di- 
ſtinctions of Schoolemen, humane Traditions, Apocriphall 
writings, old and idle cuſtomes, examples of ignorant fore- 
fathers, eſtimation of mens perſons for learning, & ſhew of 
holineſſe; nor by any deceitfull, wicked, and corrupt dea« 
ling, as by counterſeite and baſtard writings, corrupting 
of Councels and Fathers, expunging words and ſentences 
out of learned mens workes, or altering them from the true 
meaning, to beguile the ſimple Reader. No,nor by furious 
and forcible meanes ; as by * and fagot, maſſacres, trea- 
ſons, poyſons, and ſtabbing of Kings, and Gun- powder- 
plots, nor by any ſuch helliſh practices, ſuch as the Apoſtles 
neuer ſpake of, the Primitiue Church neuer knew of, 
nor in holy Scripture were euer ſpoken of; for all theſe, out 
Religion doth vtterly condemne. It is vpheld only by thoſe 
holy and heavenly meanes, which the Apoſtles taught, and 
— — which they haue left written in the Scriptures 

directiõ of Gods Church, that ſhe may know, which be 
the only effeRuall meanos, that ou hath appointed 2 
"n 2 
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hold his true Religion. By theſe meanes onely, ours is pre- 
ſerued. And therefore it is that true Religion, which the ho- 
ly Scripture teacheth. Which being ſo, I conclude this firſt 
argument, That this our preſent Religion, wherein we differ 
from our Aduerſaries, was before Luthers time. 


II. Argument. 


From the bleſſed Martyrs in 
all Ages. 


Tr Religion which was written by God in the hearts of hir 
Martyrt, and which from the beginmng to thi day, they 
all ſuffered for, was before Luthers time. This cannot bee de- 
nied. * 

But our Religion now preſent, was written by God in the 
hear ts of his Martyrs,and is that which from the beginning 
to this day, they ali ſuffered for. 

And therefore this our now preſent Religion was before Lu- 
thers time. 


The Minor is thus confirmed, both for the writing of it 
in heir hearts, and for ſuffering for it, The latter manifeſteth 
the former: for they tha: faithfully and conſtantly obey the 
truth, euen vnto ſuffering perſecution,and death for it, with- 
out doubt haue it written in their hearts. For if Religion 
be not imprinted in the hearts of the Martyrs,in whoſe hart 
is it written? For the Martyrs had the Spirit of the living 
God, ſauing- knowledge, and remiſſion of ſinnes: they wal- 
ked in Gods Statutes, and kept his Iud gements fincerely;all 
which are the euident ſignes, that Gods truth was vyriiten 
in their hearts, as theſe places of Scripture witneſſe, 2, Cor. 
3.3. Jer. 3 1. 33, 34. Exech. 36. 27. This is not to bee doubs 
ted of. But the queſtion is, Whether all the Martyrs did 
ſuffer for this our Religion, ot no? To anſwere to this, wee 
muſt conſider, that all the Martyrs of Chriſt may be ranked 
into foute ſorts, euery of which fuffered for ——— 28 
| are 
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are in our Religion, which we doe at this day profeſſe. 

I. Sort of Martyrs were thoſe;who ſuffered by the Iwes, 
whereof the firſt was Stephen, then James, with many more, 
Act. 7. & 12.2,4. All theſe did-ſuffer for that Religion, 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught: but they taught out 
of the Scriptures, and not out of Traditions, as the Euange- 
lis and Acts ſhew. But to ſuffer for that Religion which is 


_ taught in the Scriptures, is to ſuffer for ours, as by 
the 


ormer argument is prooued.. Therefore they ſuffered 
for our Religion. 


II. Sort of Martyrs were ſuch, as ſuffred by and amongſt | 


the Heathen, eſpecially vnder the Romane Tyrants, during 
the ten bloody perſecutions; among which Martyrs were 
moſt of the Apoſtles: for we reade not in Seripture, that any 
of the Apoſtles ſuffred martytdome amongſt the lewes, but 
onely James, Jobns brother, Adds 12. the reſt ſuffetd among 
the Heathen. Now the Apoſtles being the planters of our 
Religion ( as by their writings doth appeare) and alſo Mar- 
tyrs for the ſame among this ſecond ſort, they muſt needs 
be our Martyrs, ſuffering for — ſo all the reſt 
vrhich followed the Apoſtles in the fame faith. 

III. Sort of Martyn were ſuch, as ſuffered by the furie 
and rage of Heretikes, when the Arians had got an ouer- 
ſwaying power through Arian Emperours and Kings. But 
thoſe Orthodoxall Martyres and Confeffors ſuffered for no 
other doctrine, then our Religion teacheth. For wer hold 
and profeſſe the faith of the Councell of Nice, and Athana- 
feu Creed; for in out common Prayer-booke they are ap- 
poynted publikely tobe read in our Aﬀſeinhlies. And ther- 
fore theſe allo ſuffered for our Religion, and were our Mar- 


8. 
” Dix heere our Aduerſaries will ſay, that all theſe three 
ſorts were their Martyrs;for they brag and boaſt of theſe to 


filly people, as if they had ſuffered for theit religion, now 
— actiſed among them. But that the truth 
y 


may appeare, whether theſe Martyrs be theirs, or ours, wee. 
muſt conſider them both as Martyrs, and alſo as beleeuers: 
| C 3 properly. 


* 
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roperly they were Martyrs in thoſe things, for which the 
— their fulferiog was for — — 
Leceiued both by our Aduer ſaries and vs. So ihe cauſe ma- 
» king the Martyrs,andit equally held of both, they are our 
Martyrs, aſwell as theirs. Vea, if we confider them alio as 
Belecuers, holding other points of faith, for which they 
were not queſtioned, neither ſuffered for, we may more 
rightly claime them, then our aduerſaries. For of which 
Religion they held, and moſt agreed vnto, of that Religion 
mult they be iudged to be. That this may bee knowne, it 
muſt be wel conceiued, what they and we meane by ſaying, 
Our Religion, We either fide ſtand vpon our Religion, not 
as we agree in points of Chriſtianitie one with the other; 
but as we haue our differences alſo to our ſelues one from 
the other. So yponthis reſteth the point, to try the Mar- 
tyres whole they bee, theirs or ours, by their more or leſſe 
agreeing, or diſagreeing with either fide in our ſaid diffe- 
rences, But in reſpeR of the maine differences of their Re. 
ligion from ours, that they cannot claime the Martyrs, Ithus 
prooue by theſe enſuing reaſons. x 

I. If the maine differences in their Religion be ſuch, as 
none of theſe Martyrs(which ſuffered by, and amongſt the 
Iewes, or by, and among the Heathen, or by, and 3 
the wicked kes) euer made profeſſion of, much 
ſuffered for, then in reſpeR of theſe differences, are they not 
their Martyrs ; they cannot riate them to t 
ſelues,as they vſe to doe, but are ſtill Martyrs in common. 

Bot the amecedent is true, as ſhall be prooued by my 
third reaſon next following, for fixe hundred yeeres ſpace 
after Chriſt, in which ſpace were all three ſorts 
And therefore the conſequence cannot be denied. 

II. If theſe differences in their Religion bee nothing 
elſe but humane inventions, without ſound authoritie from 
holy Scriptures, and that the Martyrs ed and belee - 
ved thoſe things onely, which , Or by neceſſarie 
concluſions, are contained in the Scriptures, then in reſpect 
of theſe differences, they are not their Martyrs. A 
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But the former part is true. Ergo, the latter muſt needes 
bee granted. 

For the truth of the antecedent, touching the vnwarran- 
tableneſſe of theſe their differences, and without all ground 
of Scripture: I demand of Papiſts. what Scripture haue they 
for theſe things, wherein we and they doe differ ? 

I. Of God, What Scripture for the picturing of the holy 
Trinitie; forbidden by Moſes to be any way repreſented? 
Deut. 4. 1 5. 16. 

II. Of the Scriptures. Where is it written, that tbe 
Scriptures receiue authoritie from the Church, and the 
— thereof onely ſubiect vnto her? That the Vulgar La- 
tin tranſlation is onely to be admitted as authenticallꝰ That 
the Scriptutes be imperfect, and are not the certaine tule of 
faith? That there are traditions beſides for perfecting the 
Scriptures, and to be receiued with equall authoritie with 
Scriptures ? 

1 I I. Of the Charch. That the Catholike Church is not 
the company onely of Gods elect people? That the Church 
of Rome cannot erre ? 

IV. Of the Pope. Where is Scripture to prooue,that Pe- 
ter was at Nome, and Biſhop there twenty fiue yeeres?That 
he was to be appointed Vicar of Chriſt? That the 2 is 
the vniuerſall Biſhop ? that he onely is Peters ſucceſſour, 
and Chriſts Vicar? That he cannot etre ? {athedrs ? That 
he is aboue Councels ? That he may depoſe Kings from 
their tempotall eftares, and diſpoſe of their King ? 
That he can diſpenſe with finnes againſt the plaine Law of 
God? That he can ſer ſoules free out of totments after this 
life ? 

v. Of the Clergie and Eccleſiafticallperſons.1n what place 
of Scripture is it taught, that there be Popes, Cardinals, and 
Popiſh Prelates like Princes? That there are now Priefts, 
to whom a ſpeciall Office of Priſthood is aſſigned ? That 
there bee ſeuen degrees thereof ? That a man is now ap 
8 in the time ofthe Goſpell, to offer ſacrifiees daily 

or the quicke and the dead? That all Churchwen (fo = 
ed 
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led) are to live ynmarried ? That a Monaſticall life is the 
beſt eitate ? That Eccleſiaſticall perſons are exempt from 
ſecular authority? - 

V I. Of the Sacraments, Where doth the Scripture teach, 
that Baptiſme is to bee adminiſtted with Chriſme, Oyle, 
Coniuring, Salt, Spittle? That there is ſuch a ſpirituall kin- 
dred betweene che Witneſſes, and the party baptized, as al- 
ſo berwixt the Parents and Children of thoſe Witneſſes, as 
it hindreth marriage (without a diſpenſation) betwixt one 
another, though there be otherwiſe no kindred either of af- 
finity or conſanguinity ? That Ieſus Chtiſt is bodily and 
whoily,as he is Man, borne of the Virgin Mary, in the Sa- 
crament, the Bread being turned into his Fleſh? That it is a 
ſacrifice for the quick and the dead? That the Cake is to bee 
reſetued, and carryed about in pompe, and that all are to fall 
downerto it, and worſhip it? That it is to bee adminiſtred 
but in one kind? That the Lay people muſt not take it, but 
gape and eate it? That the Prieſt that ſaich Maſſe, muſt 
haue a ſhauen Crowne; haue his Amice, Girdle, Aube, Ma- 
nuple, Stole, Cheſible, and other pretended holy veſtments ? 
That he muſt vſe ſuch croſſings, turnings, duckings, liftings, 
 whiſperings, gapings, minglings of wine and Water, ſuch 
lickings,and other variety of ſtagelike geſtures? 

VII. Of Prayer. That it muſt be in Latine? That not 
God onely, but Saints may be prayed vnto? That the dead 
ate to be prayed for ? That it is la wfull to pray by number, 
to ſay the ſame 150. times, and to pray vpon Beades? 

VIII. OfWorſpip. What written Word teacheth, that 
Diuine Seruice is to bee ſaid onely in the Latine Tongue? 
That Saints, and their Reliques are to be adored? That Ima- 
ges and Pictures are to be in Churches, for adoration ſake, 
and to be Lay- mens bookes? 

IX. Ofthe Virgin Muy. That ſhe was borne without 
finne? That ſhe is the Queeneof Heaven, the Lady of the 
World? That ſhe is diuinely to be worſhipped? That ſhee 
is to haue het proper ſeruice, and her Aue CMaries? 

X. Of the ¶ hurch or Temple, the place of publike _ 

ip. 
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ſhip. What Scripture,that bells are to bee baptized ? That 
there muſt bee Altars, Veiles, Holy-water, Holy-aſher, 
Palmes, and many ſuch trumperies? That children dying 
5 without Baptiſme, are not to be buried inthe Church-yarc; 
| andthat there is for their ſoules a Limbs Infantium? 

. XI. Of diet. Where doe the Apoſtles teach, that 
; 


there are ſuch a number of Holy-dayes,as be in that Religi- 
on? That a ſpeciall Holineſſe is to be put in the obſeruation 
of dayes? That dayes and times are to bee ſer apart to the 
þ worſhip of Saints? 
| XII. Of meates. Where . Scripture reade they, that 
| there is ſuch a difference ofmeates, as the obſetuation of 
| ſuch a difference at ſome times, is more holy, chen at other 
| All theſe differences are humane inuentions, without 
warrant of Scriptures.Now let them ſhew,that any of theſe 
ſores of Martyrs beleeued and profeſſed the ſe differences: if 
they cannot, t concluſion is good, that they were not 
their Martyrs by theſe differences, but in common ſtill ours 
as well as theits. | 
III. If theſe differences be but a very patchery of Here- y 
ſies, Iudaiſme,and Paganiſme, then in teſpect thereof, they 
cannot be theit Martyrs: for Martyrs ſuffered for none of 
theſe three, but, in deteſtation thereof, were grieuouſly per- 
ſecuted by Iewes, Pagans,and Heretikes, 

But the antecedent is moſt true, as our learned men haue De Eccleſ. 
made it manifeſt. Fot Hereſies; * Biſh. Adorron# Doct. Whit $43,398, 
Seite Gab. Powel, and DoQor Wilke, For ludailme, . 
© Door Raynolds hath ſufficiently manifeſted it,and ſome- © 15b de 4. 
what 2 But for this reade I hom. Aren, Do- chrift.caq. 
Rox of Phy icke, his whole book, called Pop printed ar In his ſe- 
Edenburgh,and? Cab, Pemel on the firſt totbe Ro- gpl 
manes, For all three;ſeea late publiſhed booke, called, The, Againſt et; 
thres Conformuties, And therefore in reſpect of theſe diffe- cg. d. dini4. 
rences, — | — — 2 1 
are none eir Martyts, neit i 1 ings 569. _ 
goodaoywhic chis their ney preſene Religion, + _ on * 


— 
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Iv. If theſe differences from our Religion doe offer vi- 
olence to the three Offices of Chriſt, and make their pub- 
like worſhip in many things blaſphemous, and idolatrous; 
then in reſpect of ſuch differences, they are not their Mar- 
tyrs. ö 

: But the antecedent is true, Ergo, the conſequent. To 
proue the antecedent, Doctor Fownes hath lately of pur- 
pole ſet forth his Tyiſagion, wherin he hath ſufficiently con- 
firmed it, out of their publike Miſſaes, Breniaries,Portuſes, - 
Roſaries, Liturgies,Pſalters, Primers, and Manuals of pray- 
ers, to Which I referre the Reader for full ſatisfaction: And 
doe conclude therefore, that theſe bleſſed Martyrs were 
none of theirs, by vertue of theſe differences, 

V. Ifmany of theſe differences of theirs be not only be- 
fides Scriptures, without warrant from thence,as before is 
ſhewed, but alſo flat againſt Scripture, and againſt our 
common tenents, agreed ypon between vs and them: then 
in reſpect of theſe — they are not their Martyrs. 
For they did not ſuffer for thoſe things which were againſt 
Scripture, and the common tenents of — whetin 
we and our Aduerſaties doe agree. If they dare affirme this, 
let thm giue inſtance thereof. 

But many of theſe their differences are againſt Scripture, 
and againſt the common tenents of Chriſtianity, in which 
we both agree. Which being ſo, theſe their differences can 
be no part-of Chriſtianity, bocauſe they be againſt both the 
rule, andalſo againſt the — Chriſtianity. There- | 
fore the conſequence is true. That chere are ſuch differen- 
ces betweene vs, inſtance for ptoofe in theſe enſuing. 

That the Scriptures are impetfeR, contrary to Pſal.19.7; 
1.7im.3.16;t7. That thete is an vnawritten word, called, 
Traditions, to bee added therunto; contraty to . 
Neucl. 2 1. 8. Pros. 30.6. That the witneſſe of the Churck is 
greater then the witneſſe of the Scriptures, and to be helet- 
ud before them: contrary to 1. Job. .. lohn. a7. 

That the inuiſible God may bee piQured : —— Ja 
Deut. 4.1 5. Ad 17. 29. EKſa 40. 18. Rom. 1. 13. Tut Ima- 
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may be made to be worſhipped : contrary to Dent. 27. 
2 and that they are tor — : contrary 2 
Ha. 2. 1 8. n 

That prayers may be made to the Virgin Aary, and to 
Saints departed : contrary to Marth. 6. 19. and contrary to 
the practice of the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apoſtles, aud 
holy men in Scripture. That prayers made by gumber, and 
often repetitions,are pleaſing vnto God,as when people are 
taught to pray by number on Beades: contrary to Marth, 
6.7. That they may be vttered in an vnkno ne tongue, and 
alſo Gods publike ſeruice ſo ſaid: contrary to 1. Cor. 14. 
15,19. That therein a generall good intent is acceptable to 

od, though the mind bee not endued with ſound know - 
ledge : contrary to Prou. 19.2. 1. Cr. 14. 20. 

That the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, is to be admi- 
niſtred and receiued in one kind to Marth. 26. 27. 
1. Cor. 10. 16. “ 11. 23, 24,25. That Ieſus Chriſt is corpo- 

in che Bread tranſubſtantiated: contrary to Act. 3. 21. 
And that it is very God: contrary to Heſ.gᷓ. 6. That it is of- 
fered for a ſacrifice propitiatory, as if Chriſt once 
himſclfe, were not ſufficient : to Hab. 10. 10, 14. 

That the Law may be fulfille 2 man iuſtified there- 
y before God: contrary to Rom. 7. 19. & 3. 20. 4.2. 
1. Cr. 4. Ela. 46. ö. 

That a man may —— works: contrary to Tit. 3.5. 
Epheſ.2.8, 10. Rom.. 23. L, 7. 10. That a man m = 
able to doe more, then God requireth of bimyor that hee is 
tyed by dutie to doe — to Rom. 7. 19. La. 10. 
Prom. 20. 9. Eccleſ.7.20. Pſal.1 30. 3. That the Pope may 
diſpenſe with Gods Law : contrary to 1 SC. 2. 25. Rom. B. 
33-34-l0b9.3 3-6 34-29. | 

That there are ſinnes which yet are not prohibited by 


not death: contrary to Ram. 6.23. l. 13. Gan. 2.17. 
That origioall coeupiſcenoe is no ſinne lu che regenerate; 
contrary to Rem. 5. * That the Virgin 2 
| C) 


\ 
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was vvithe ut ſinne: contrary to [05 4.4. Eccleſ. 7.2, 20. 
P/al.130.3. Rom. 3.9, 23. 1. Jah. 1. 7,8. Luke 1.46, 

That Marriage is not honorable in all forts of men; as 
for inſtance, not in the Clergie : contrary to Heb.x 3. 4. 
1 Cor. 5. 9. 1.Tim.5.14. and contrary to the practice of the 
married Priefts vndet the Law. That marriedperl. ns with 
conſent, may euer liue aſunder, to lead a Monaſticall hfe : 
contrary to 1. Cor. 7 2. 

That holineſſe is to be put in the obſeruation of daies: 
contrary to Col. 2. 16. Of meates: contrary to Rom. 4. 14. 
1. Cor. 8. 8. Marth. 15. 20. 1. Jim. 4.3, 4. and ſo men loſe 
thereby Chriſtian liberty : contrary to Gal. j. 

That many who dye in the Lord, not abiects from God, 

et teſt not after death for a time: conttaryto Reuel. 14. 13. 

t make a temporall ſatisfaction, in a place they call Pur- 
gatoty, whoſe finnes although heere pardoned, yer go not 
theſe ſoules immediately to he auen: contrary to Zak. 23 
43. where the good Thiefe is promiſed Paradiſe, which is 
Heauen, 2. Cor. 12.3, 4. 5 . 

That the Popes power is kingly, yea, that he may vſe te 
temporall Sword, and depoſe Kings, and diſpoſe of their 
Kingdomes, and be ſubiect to none: contrary to Lale 12. 
25.26. Matth. 20.25, 26. Rom. 13. 1. Tit. 3. 7. 11 Per. 2. 1 3. 
That he which gets the Popes diſpenſation, ſinneth not in 
that he doth, though the ſame be againſt Gods Law: con- 
tary to Aartb. 5. ig Deut. aq 20. ler %. ah. That 
the Pope is Chriſts Vicar, and yet may intermeddle with: 
the earthly and temporall Kingdomes of this World: con- 
trary to Chriſts one practice, La. 14. the nature of his 
King dome, /obx 18. 36. againfttbe nature of ſuch ſpirituall 
weapons & power which God gageto higApotiles, 2 Ce- 
rat .10.4,5 ;6:Yex; that the Popermaywke vponihimn! ( as 
be oo — — to doc Mich thoſe deluch are HO, do 
wit, t chen, to giue their Kingdoms, (as he pve · 
ſumeth to doe wh ſuch heh hear chatter 
to ber Heretiket) contrary: ro-14Corvgit 2 gui That is 
Clergie 6 
22 v. 93 ri 
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Chriſts commandement, Matth. 22. 21. to his practice, 

Math. 17. 27. to Saint Peters teaching, 1. Prt. 2.13, 14. nd 
to Saint Pauli, Rom. 13 f. J. Tir. 3. I. It were infinite to par- 
ticularize all the d.ffcrences berwcene our Religion and 
theirs,wherin they are contrary to holy Scripture,and con- 
rrary to the tenne Commangemenrs, the Creed, the Lords 
Prayer, and the two Sacraments, Of which if; any deſire 


herein inflances to be better ſacisfied, let him reade Gabriel 4% , 1: 
Poel, who hath purpoſely ſer done a multitude of par- ch,. r. 6.10, 


ticulgrs. 

V 1. And laſtly, if none of the Mattyrs were re Papilts, or 
(as they pleaſe to call themſelues) Romane Catholiksʒ then 
could they not be theit Martyrs,: for they which bee not 
ſuch, are not beldto bee of their Romane Religion, nor 
Church. 

But none of theſe, Martyrs were. Papiſts, ↄt Roman 
Catholikes; fog they held not theſe many differences: 
theirs from vs, by which a Papift becommeth a Papiſſ or 

Romane Catholike,and without which hee is not by them 
approoued i to be ſuch a one. For let a man hold all other 
poyuts of Chriſtiagicy holland fully; xt H he bold nor, 

that.che, Pope hathanhOr ty, ls Chriis Vicar vpoh earth: 
that the Church of Rome is the Mother and Miſireſſe of all 
Churches; that there are ſeuen Sacraments: thaz the Sacta- 
. may be N io Tas bebo — after con. 
s traßſudllantiated, and Chuiſt there corporally 

— \Bceadang Wingzand foro he diuinely 
—. chat ſeruice is to be ſaid euetyſ where in Late: 
that langes ate to bee ſet in Churches, and to be wotſhip- 
age chat Saints departed, are to be prayed vnto, and their 


medhipeey that there is a Purgatory for penall 
fei Son after this life : that our wor kes doe meri * 
. them Nase aerger 

1 that 

>a Pricft in his e — * gs 


— — radio the ang „and impoſe pe 


mo Coin. 
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Theſe,and ſuch like articles newly coyned, whoſoever 
doth not hold, is not iudged to be : Romane Catholike Bur 
none of theſe differences did theſe Martyrs hold, much le ſſe 
euer ſuffered tion for. For not one of theſe articles 
of the Trent Conuenticle was held in the time of theſe ſorts 
of Martyrs, all of them ſuffering within the 600. yeeres af 
ter Chriſt, in which ſpace was there none that might be cal- 
led a Papiſt,or Roman Catholike after the definition of the 
Trentifts, And therefore were they not their Martyrs, nei- 
— any of them profeſſe the now new Romane Tren- 
tiſme. 

And thus wee ſee, how by theſe differences they cannot 
claime — Martyrs. Now our —_— — — all 
Scri and principles riſtiani 

— by foch common irnh. of Cheiflin' Relics 
od, as they and we doe fully accordin; not. one of our A. 
renees being either hereſie, ot any part of Iudaiſme, or Pa- 
euer condemned by any generall Councell in 

ſpace of cheſe firſt fixe hundreds of yeeres, in which 
theſe three ſorts of Martyrs did liue. True it is, that our ad- 


uerſaries call ys Heretikes, and lay herefies to our 


Lib.de 
Cont. J. 
fa. 300. 308. 


and by the ſi ing Paſtors, and 


but falſely, without iuſt prooſe, as our learned Whitacres, Bi- 
ſhop Aerton, and others, ſne in anſwering Bellermine his 
calumnies herein to the full. Seeing then our differences 


and truths of Chriſtian Religion, taugbt by the Apoſiles 
| — — 


— — that and Religion, which theſe Mar- 
ryrs for; I conclude, that in regard both of the 
truthes, wherein wee and our Aduerſaries ,and alſo of 
our differences, wherein we diſagree from the now preſent 
Church of Rome, 'they were our Martyrs, und pone of 
IV. Set ef Martyr? ate thoſe, who ſufferedby, und a- 
— — ans, Walden- 
ſes, Albigenſes, Wirtz je and his followersin England, Jobs | 
Hu, and /crome of Prague, at Conſtance,and many moe in 
Bohemia, and in other euen to Lotherrtime, and af. 
: % ter, . 


* 


* 
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ter, an innumerable multitude {liine and maſſacred, burnt, 
and put to ſundry deathes for out Religion, and for gaine- 
ſaying our aduerſaries in thoſe differences, which we now 
ſand out in, againſt the Church of Rome at this preſent. 
Theſe were therefore our Martyrs. 


But our aduerſaries will ſay, that theſe were no Martyrs, Obiedt. 


but condemned Heretikes. 


That they were Martyrs, & no Heretikes, its cleare. S. John Aw, 


in the Rexe/ation, calleth thoſe Saints and Martyrs of Ieſus, 
Reuel. 1 7. 6. which ſhould ſuffer for the Word of God, for - 
refuſing to worſhip the Beaſt and his Image and for not re- 
ceiuing his marke in their fore- heads, ot in their hands, Re- 
ue. 20.4. and for keeping the Commandements of God, 
and the faith of Ieſus, and ſo dying in the Lord, ſhould reſt 
from their labour, and be accounted bleſſed, Reuel. 14.1 a, 
13. But ſuch were theſe our Martyrs, for they ſuffered for 
Gods Word, for keeping the Commandements and Faith 
of Teſus, and for t to worſhip the Beaſt and Whore 
of Rome: drunke with the blood of the Saints. And there- 
fore were bleſſed Martyrs, and no Heretikes, 


But they will ſay; Theſe held divers errours, and were Obie,” 


not in all things wholly with vs? 


They ſuffered, and were Martyrs for thoſe ſelfe-ſame «Aw. 


things, which with vs they witnefled againſt the Church of 
Rome. 77 17: DCE 
II. Many errours are aſcribed vnto them, which they 
neuer held, as Doctor Ver Biſhop of Meecthlearnedly 
ſhewes. ' \.T\, a 
III. Though in ſome chings they ſhould haue differed 
from vs, yet doth not that małe them not to be of our Reli- 
gion For if for lighter differences in opinions, men ſhould 
e held nor cobeofthe ſame Religion if © our adyerſaries 
willcenclude.)thenare the now Romaniſts not of one and 


enclude 
the fame Religion, which is now proſeſſed at Rome: for 
one of them. differs much from another. in many things, 
Neither haue they any right to the ancient Fathers, be. See Doc. Hel? 
tweene whom and theſe our aduerſaties, is alſo great diffe- = | peace of 
| rence, 
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rence,and that in many things. Theſe Martyrs therefore, 
though they might differ from vs in ſome things (the Light 
then not ſhining ſo clearely, as now it doth) were our Mar- 
tyrs. Thus wee ſee all the Martyrs from the beginning, to 
be our: and fo haue our Aduerſaries none at all, which may 
be properly called theirs, for the firft 600. yeeres: For if they 
claime the firſt three ſorts, its but as they do agree with vs; 
for in their differences from vs, the Martyrs ate none of 
theirs. The fourth ſortare clearely our owne,and are Mar- 
tyrs in defence of our differences from them. But for their 
differences, they haue no Martyrs of Ieſus: for ſuch Mar- 
tyrs as be his Martyrs, ſuffer for his ſake, for Gods Word, 
for his Faſth and dements: but their differences 
are not Gods Word, nor the Faith, nor Commandements 
of Ieſus, neither ſuffered Papiſts here ſor Religion; but for 
treaſon, — — denying due obe dience 
to awful authority, and f. ting in defence of forraine 
power, and the aurhoriry of the Whore of Babylon, the 
murtherer of Saints, and of that Antichriſt the Pope, as he 
is prooued ſufficiently ſo to be. And therefore I conclude, 
our Religion to be before Luthers time. 


III. Argument. 
From the Writing of the ancient 
Fathers. 


Het Neg. which ig to be foundin the writingeof the av. 
2 cient Fathers, & profeſſed and taught by them, in the fir i 
J 


"mm EE 4a er _ oz 


r Vw? 


The Minor I thus pro? Ale differing Religions of 

reateſt note, which were euer fince Chrifts afcenſion, are 
one of theſe; ludaiſme,Gentil:{me,or Paganiſme, Atianiſme 
(vnder which I comprehend all herefies )Mahomeriſme,or 
Turcitme, abe preſent Religion of the Church of Rome, which 
may be called Trentiſme, or Ieſuitiſine, commonly called, 
Papiſtries and this our Religion termed, The reformed Reli- 
gien, r Proceſtancy; which wee profeſſe and teach with an 
ynaniime conſent ia the Harmonie of Confeſſions, otherwiſe 
then the Church of Rome ne doth. But thoſe ancient Fa- 


thers tauglu not Iudaiſme, nor Paganiſme, nor Atiaviſme, 
or other noreſies w hicte in thoſe ds N „ ugt NM. bo- 
metiſine . gr, eicher te Religion vd Church of 
Rome;or ours, with either of our diffetences one from ano- 
ther. Bur nor ſo this of theirs, For thoſe differences on their 
part, a man becommeth a Romane Catholike, or 
Papit,che ancient Fathers, with i er neuer taughe. 
The differences are memdoned befvte: for ell which if they 
can produce the vm (ſent of thoſe Fathers in 600. 
yeresſpace, we yeeld them the Fathers: bur if hot, then are 
they ours, as they that taught and ptofeſſed our Religion. 
For they not onely taught all the maine, poynys of faith, 
which we and our adaerfariesdor agree in; but alſo all. the 
principal differences with vs, wherein we and aur aduetſa- 


ries doe differ, as nan hath largely prooued, to whoſe Inhis Sympbe- 


learned paines I referre the Reader 


crre | Therefore this our pre- via Cabo. 
ſana Rehgior'was before Zenter tie. 
| -es IV. ve . 
From tſie witgeſfc of our very 
| erſarics. | 


But this our preſent Religion is ſuch a Religionzgand therfore 
before Luthers time. 22 


The Minor, if they deny, is thus confirmed. I. There are 
amongſt them the holy Scriptures, which they acknowledge 
to be the Word of God: but by choſe Scriptures may all 
our Religion be proued, and fully confirmed, in any thing 
wherein we differ from ous aduerſaries. And therefore this 
our Religion is to be found among them. 

LI. There is that which is called, The Apoſtles Creed, and 
the Nicene ¶ reed. which they profeſle, the Articles wherof 
we hold, and therein is contained the ſumme of our Faith. 

III. There is che; Lands Prayer, the paterne of all true 
Prayers, according to which onely wee teach how to pray 
aright, and thereofter doe frame our prayers. 

IV. There is the Decalogue and ten Commandemener, 
which though defeRiuely ſer downe in their Catechwnimes 
(che ſecond being left out)yet are they wholly ſet done in 
theit Bibles, which ten Commandements are the ſumme of 
our morall obedience, and of our duties towards God, and 
our neighbours, 

V. They acknowledge che ge Sacraments, Baptiſme and 
the Lords Supper,both which we doe adminiſter, | 

VI. There are common tenenti of Chriftianity,. which all 
Chtiſtian Churches haue euer held,wherin we and they doe 
fully agree. | 

V it. There is their Cernice Booke,wherein though ma- 
ny abominations are to be found, yet in other things it iuſti- 
fieth our Religion and Setuice: As may/appeare by compa- 
ring our Seruice Booke with it; out of which, ours was, for 
the ſubſtancethereof, taken. Againſt which they cannot 
iuſtly take exception; neither are they able to prooue, by 
Gods Word, by the ancient Councels, and conſent of the 
aucicn Fathers,any<hing Idolattous, Heretical, or any way 
valawfull, wherein ſocuer it differeth from theirs, 

VIII. There may alſo be found their accord in general 
ter mes with vs, ig thoſe things, wherein for the particulars 
W we 
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wee and they be aroddes, and doe difagreezas Maſter Per In his reſor- 


kin: giveth inſlance in one and twenty particulars: and the 14 
hike may be done in many other poynts. 

IX. And lattly, there is to be found all and euery poynt of 
our Religion particularly ; whereiri wee differ from them, 
which eicher wee affirme,or they deny ; or wee denie, and 
they affirme ; and the ſame iuſtified by thewritings of the 
learned amongſt them. For proofe heteof, Lreferre the Rea- 
der to my Lord of Conentry and Lichfield, his. Catholike ap- 
pealeand Carhobke Apologie, firſt and ſacemd parti; to wy 
Lord of Meeth,his booke de ( brs. Eccleſ.ſucceſ. & ſtatuʒ tq 
Ilyricus,his Catalog: Tuff. Veritatis ; to Toh; a Munſter, his 
Nobili Diſcurſiu; to Doc. Feild, his fourth booke of the 
Church, who proueth ſeuen and twenty particulars of our 
maine differences out of their owne: Writers. And if the 
writings of theivleamed men doe not iuſtiſie our Religion, 
I would know, why they doe not ſuffer ſuch writings to 
paſſe without purging ? For if ſuch things were not for vs, 
and againſt them, they would not put out, nor alter, nor ſo 
indeed corrupt Authors, or inhibite them to paſſe abroad. as 
they doe: which one act of theirs ſheweth, that ou diffe- 
rences might be prooued, euen by their owne Writers, if 
they might decide the controuerſies bet wixt vs and them. 

Thus we ſee, how our Religiop is to bee found amongſt 
them, not onely in the poynts wherein wee doe agree, but 
euen in all our particular differences, in which wee Rand - 
out againſt the preualent faction oſthat Church, which-al- - | 
wayes hath ouer- borne the truth, which hy others of more 
ſound iudgement in that Church, hath been from time to 
time publiſhed and maintained. And therefore this our 
now preſent Religion was before Luthers time. 

0 eee te, eee 
From the beginning of our Religion here, before 


0 


Tr 
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fore 
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fore Luthers time: for this Monke came in many hundred 
of yeeres before Lurher was borne. 

Bat this our preſent Religion wa here int his Hand of Great 
Briraiuc, beſore Auſtin the Adonke came into it. 

ae wa itbefore Luchers D 


The Minor I thus prooue: 
I. The Chriſtian Religion taught at Ieruſalem by the 
Apoſtles, and other Diſciples of Chriſt, vns our Religion, as 
by the firſt e is ptooued from the Apoliles uri 
tings - 
Cambden in Burthat fameChriſtian Religion wos bord bau ght, and 
Int. p 40.157 that either by ſome Apoſtle, as Simon Zrlores; of ame Diſ- 
— be- ciple of Chriſt, as Joſeph of Arimathea, as ſome of our ſide 
-- haue prooued fully, and our Adaerſaries yeeld vs. Now if 
Middletonin his that which was taught at Ieruſalem was ours, them muſt it 
Papiſomaſtix. needs be ours hie — or faſeph of Arimathes 
54g. 102. did hete teach, at the it, being before Au- 
— — fiinf time: for can any ſay, that brought from Ieruſa- 
— eh, 2 — other Wee the Apolticadrlivered 


II. That ſume Religion frft ** did cotninue here 

* fueceffion from the — 3, and was held at Au. 

our a he Apoloꝑiſts do proue, 

mxexeh his Ap 175 - —— — — — Lac 

Trac.1. f Wihtr#etelnedihefarrh of d 

i = pag.69. 8 tm r 1 . — the 

Faith eaugkt byte Apoſſ les, bein ere ours, 28 

che holy Scriptures beate bvitntſſe agat aine-fayers; 

it is ceare by the — — proofes, — ovene ac- 
kaowledgecment vfche chorcof; 

1. les yoo — is e r Religion was here i in this 


| oe comming, 
11 fe fe oboe * 1 

Del — 

S wit iu ch 


Fred. Martyrdome — 
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Religion which was here before Aufinertime; | 

IV. Before Auſtines comming, the Church bf Chtiſt 
here, was not ſub iect to che Romiſh Church: for firſt, they 
kept not their Baſter afcer the Romiſh faſhion, but as the 
Fafterne Churches kept it, whence our Religion came. 
Now if they had bin of the Romanifts tutoting, the fiery 
ſpirit of Victor, who atcempred to excommunicare the Eaſt- 
etne Churches, would haue compelled the Britains to haue 
kept their Euſter, as hee did. Secondly, chey adminiſtred- 

tiſme not after ehe cerernonives falhion of the Roma- 

nifts. Thirdly, they refuſed to doe, what Hofer required, Beda h tor 
neither would they acknowledge him their Archbiſhop, . 1. cap. a. 
hough ſent from Rome by the Biſh, there. Fourthly, both 
the Britains, Scots, and Iriſh Biſhopsſo werethyrreiededche 
Romiſh Biſhops,as Biſhop Daganu: denied all communis reds lib. 2.c4.4. 
with them, yea, and refaſed toeate bread with them inthe Biſh. /ſbers 
ſame Inne; ſo little regard had they when to che authority letter. pag. 30. 
ether of theRomiſh Church or Romiſh Biſhops, Yea, rb 3. 
9 ——— haue MI dom of Gap Git A- 
. „that 0 comming 1949 heys amenyſ} eres“ 

which Auſtinrbrought frove Nonne. Its bubbled our by awe © 2 
adverſaries chart Aan converredthis Handdburthigts ©, 
moſt vnttue; for Stine Aalen, and Saint Finn, wete the 


- . * 


Lords inſtruments to paint any hero ChaR, -:--) 
Sat Aiaanreteusred nie, the Klngdome Bede ib. 
of Northumberland; het eunto & (beſides NON. ch. 5. . 
thumberlund ir ſelfe, the Lands beyond it, nto kdenborow] 
Frith)theſe Countries, Cumberland, Weflmerland; Lawn. 
ite, Yorkſhwe;and he Bi Hop: iNN Du bam. 
: Saitit Fu | well not onely Brand Middle, ür hi f 31.22.24. * 
«forthe latge Kitytome of Mercia, conuerted firft vnto Biſh./ſber in 
Chriſtianity; "Kidgdome did comptehend vader it bis late Epiltle 
theſe Ceuntilts; Gloftetſhire , Herefotdlhite;"Wores: cas ug Sir 
Seeed due e ee 
Northamptonſhite, Liacblnehe, be 
Dvdfordidire, Buekioghamſhire, "Owfordihite, 
Jay E 3 


Hrivs, 


See Archb, 
Parker his 
booke de anti, 
Brit. cap. 18. 


Morton his Ca- 
— 1 

„ib. i. 
cap. a. ſect᷑. 8. 
pag. 11. 


30 Looke beyond LVTRHER. 
ſhire, Darbyſhire, Shropſhire, Nottingamfhire, Cheſhire, 
and halfe Hertfordſhire, | 

Theſe holy men are they, which, vnder God, are to haue 
the pray ſe, and not Auſtin. u ho brought ſome, but few in 
compariſon of theſe,to the proſeſſion of Chriſt: but wich- 
all, beſmeared them with Romiſh ſuperſtitions. And ſuch 
others as were already Chriſtians, hee endeuoured to loade 
with humane inuentions, and vnneceſſary ceremonies, and 
was (if not the cauſe) yet the occaſion of the deſtruction of 
many, and of the miſcrable and · mercileſſe ſlaughter of the 

ly Monkes at Bangor, to the number of 1 200. for that 

eſe poore Monkes would not ſubmit to bim, whom they 

faw to be too proud, and not ſo humble a man, as a man of 
God ought to haue been. 

V. That this our Religion was hete before Auſſin, it may 
appeare by that publike doctrine of the Church, which was 
taught about the time of 605 e, (who ſent in hither this 
40 concerning the 1e Sacrament, altogetber a- 
greeing with our preſent doctrine, and plainely oppoſite to 
the decttine of the now Church of Rome. For in an Humi- 
by of the Saxon r be preached on Eaſter 
da, throughout euery Church, the bread is acknowledged 
to be naturally corruptible bread, and corruptible wine ; tyuly 
Chrifts body and blood, yet not ſo bodily, but ſpiritually; aud no- 
thing therein to be underſived body, but all ſpinitualiy. If this 
was the publike docttine, ſo fully herein sgreeing with vs, 


ſo contrary now to the Romiſn belieſe, in their traaſubſtan- 


tiated bread (for deniall whereof they haue murtheted ſo 
many, and now hold it ſtill ſo maine an article of theit Ro- 
mane belieſe,) how can it be otherwiſe imaginetl, all things 
alſo before confidered withall, but that the Religion chen, 
was our religion now, and not this of the Church of Rome? 

VI. It cannot he denied, if our Religion bee the fame, 
which was planted by the Apoſtles in the Eaſterne Chur- 
ches, from which our Religion was, brought fijther us is 
aforedeliuered,bur that then this our Roli was befare 
Axnſtme; time. But that ours is the ſame, 9 
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tings written to the Churches ſhew, Secondly, an Apoſtle, 
or ſome Apoſtolicall men here taught it. Thirdly, the wri- 
tings of the Greek Fathers for 600, yeres ſpace after Chriſt 
(which is all the ſpace from Chriſt to this Auſftin)giuereſti- 
mony to our Religion in the maine poynts thereof, as is 
prooued before in the third argument. Fourthly, it is eui- 


dent euen by thoſe things, which yet the Churches at this 


day in thoſe parts doe hold with vs, and wherein wee and 
they agtee againſt the now Romiſh Religion. For the 


Greckes deny the Popes Supremacy, Purgatory, and Prayer Ibidem lib 1. 
for the deliuerance of ſoules ont of it, the neceſſity of Awriculay ca. 1. ſec. i,. 


Confeſſion, Meritorious [atisfattion of the iuſticr of God, Trax. 
[ubſtantiation,carued Images and Statues. They deny, that 
Samts departed heave our Prayers, They adminiſter the Sa- 
craments in both kinds, and allow Miniſters marriage. They 
mixe not water with wine, they vſe not unleaxened bread. 
They admit not prinate Maſſes, nor the Circnmgeſtation, or 
Adoration of the Sacrament, nor the publike ſeruice in an vn- 
kyowne tongue. IHey teach the aſſnrance of ſaluation in (hiſt, 
and renounce the merit of workes. All which are oppoſite to 
the now Romiſh Religion, and arethetruthes of our Reli- 

ion, taught by the Apoſtles, and holy ancient Fathers, 

m the beginning, in the Eaſterne Churches, where - 
in they ate not falne from that which at firſt they recei- 
ued,as they be in ſome other things, which they teach and 

iſe. 

VII. rhe Religion which we proſeſſe, is the ſame which-- 
was at Rotne, at the time of the three conuerſions of Eng- 
land, as they call them; and therefore was this our Religion 
before eAuſtine:comming, and heere profeſſed when hee 
came in. 

The fir ft conuerſion was in the Apoſtles dayes; but in 
their dayes, as our Religion at Rome, as Saint Pauli * 
file wiittetz to the Saints there, and other of his Epiſtles de- 
clare; asalſo the Epifiles of Saint Perer(whom 
faine haue to haue ere e whichour er 
agreeth wholly and fully, wherein ſoeuer wee now di 

$0197 7JUL 


from - 


from the preſent doctrine of the Church of Rome. Let their 
Sec Catol Teſt, wrizings be Tudge, from which our adverſaries haue greatly 
verita!. pag. 26. exxed;ss is euidently prooued in all the maine poynts of the 
to 63 laſt edi. Chriſtian Faith. And therefore was it our Religion then 
tion. iso. profeſſed at Rome, and vot this new Romiſh Faith. 

The ſecond Conuerßon they make to bee in Elextheriue 
dayes, who wrote, as they ackyowledge, vnto our King 
here, called Luciuu. If here was any conuerfion wrought; it 
was to our Religion, and nat to the preſent Romiſh Tren- 
tiſme, as may be clearely gathered out of that Epiſtle of E- 

Soe the Epift, leut herias, and which they do approoue oſ, as written to the 
in the booke ſame Lucius. Firlt, Elautherius there telleth the King, that 
je Lawes he had receiued the Law and Faith of Chrift. Secondly, (as 
K; ee hereby ſhe wing bim where this Law and Faith was to bee 
bar un lan found) he telleth him againe immediaty vpon theſe former 
guage. words, chat he had reeciued both theparis ofrhe {criptures. 
Alloin Fox, Thirdly,he ſo commendeth the Scriptures to the King ind 
Adr and Mo* his Couucell, hat thence, by Gods grace, they rhemielues 
Forte de, might talen Law to rule the Kingdome. This Biſhop-did 
ritie of this · not take ypon him to preſcribe them Lawes, hee alloweth 
Epiſtle, I tube them (being Lay perſons, as they now ſpeake) to meddle 
it as they ap · with the holy Scriptures, and from thenoe (aud not from 
proone ot it, à him, nor from his Lawes, nor from the Lawes uf the Ro- 
ö ng manes) to take a Law to hue by. This Biſhop therefore 
lues. em heldtheScriprure ſufficient ſor « direttioa and guide to a 
whole Kingdome; hee held them not ſo obſcure, but ch 

the King and his Councell (by Gods grace) though but 

- young Chriftians,might learne out of — God, 
how hee would haue 2 Chriftian Kingdome gonetoed. 

Fourthly, this godly Biſhop calleth Luci Gods Vicar in 
+ his owneKingdome, and alleageth Scripture to promue t; 

hoe vras not then ſwolne vp with the pride of achrifllan 

Supte mae, nor conceited any temporal | 
2000 the Popes doe. Lay, hee puts wholly che dare of 
2 » Barhior to locke . chile 
5 rr 
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ſupreme Head and Gouernour in all cauſes, aſwell Eceleſia- 
ſtic all, as Ciuill, and to be Gods Vicar in his one Realme; 
which title that Biſhop twice nameth in that Epiſtle. Thus 
we ſee out ot this ſhort Epitile, what we may thinke of the 
Religion then at Rome, and how agreeing to ours now, and 
differing from theirs at this preſent, 

The third conver fiom ( for which they magnifie ſo much 
this Auſtin, but very falſely )wasin Gregorie the Great his 
dayes. lo which time, though many cotruptions were crept 
into the Church of Rome: yer the maine points of our dif- 
ferences,wherein we differ from this preſent Rowiſh ſuper- 
ſlition, were thentaught in that Church, as may appeare out 
of the writings of Gregers, as he did then reach, concerni 


boly Scripenres,the grace of God,of Frerwil, of the Lo, 1#- 
frification, of Faith, of Workes, alſo concerning the wot _— oe. 
wor /hipping of [mages, like vviſe of the t the Teil. verit. lib.6, 


two Sacraments,al{o his iudgement of the (haveh, of t 
of the ¶ hurch, of Amtichriſt,of an umuerſall Biſhop, of ſecular 
power ouer Biſhops,of Marriage, of ſoules departed, and whi- 
ther they went. Gregorie was no Patrone of the Romifh 


head P. 358. 


CMaſſe,nor of the corporal and tranſubſtantiatedbread, nor Ses for theſe 


of merit, nor of Papall ſupremacy, nor of remporall inriſdifts. 


nies alike in enery Church. Gregorie held not the Machabees 

canonicall,burt taught the perfection of ¶ anonicall Scriptures ; 

he exhorted Lay men to the ſtudis of them, and in his time the 

Seriptures were allowed, and prayers wore (aidin a knowne and 

vul ger tongue : he held the — C to be the elefF, 

and the teprobate out of y—_ was 4g ainfl marriages within 
den, Lenin 


i . 

Thus we ſee,that atthe three conuerfions, our Religion 
now, and that at Rome then, was one and the ſame. Neither 
can our aduerſaries ſhew the contrary from Scriptare,from 
the vorm conſent of ancient Fathers,cicher Greeke or La- 
tine, ot from general. Conncels within thoſe xgimes, no nor 
from the Biſbops of Rowe themſeluet, for that ſpace; if they 
We ADEN ns Pb a 


DoR.Feild of 
the Church, 
b. 5. cap. 34 Ca: 
to! Teſt.verit. 
lab. 1.5. 93. 


be named, 
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in their proofes. And that they may fo doe, I would en- 
treate to lay aſide ſirſt, all cauutetfeit Decretall Epiſtles, ſuch 
as thoſe be, which are aſcribed to the Biſhops of Rome in 
the firſt 300. yeeres, as our learned men haue prooued both 
by reaſons, and from the teſtimonie of the learned among 
thei. Secondly, thoſe partly corrupted, and partly allo 


counterfeit Decretali ᷓpiſtles, in the next 300. yeeres. Third- 


ly, all the counterfeit and corrupt Canons of Councels. 
Fourthly, all the b aſtard writings put vpon the ancient Fa- 
thers. Fifthly, the places corrupted in any of their writings, 
Ifthey will caſt off this great and wicked deceit, in allea- 
ging theſe fortnenſelues, the truth of my aſſertion, Thar 
this vur Religion was then at Rome, and uot this their preſent 
Romiſo faith, will manifeſtly appeate to all men not wilfully 
blinded, for by and worl4iy reſpeRs. 

Laſtly, the Chriſtian Religion firſt plantedii-treland, was 


before Auſtius comming io hither. For, as is afore ſpoken, 
Scottiſn and lriſh Chriſtian Biſhps withſtood him at his 


comming. But that which was then receiued, and profeſ- 
ſed by the ancient Iriſh, was for ſubſtance the very ſame, 
which is now here in England by publike authority main- 


92 21 "ile taiged,as is ſubſtantially proued by a godly learned Father 


in all Antiquities of the Church, the Lord. Biſogp of Arerh; 
to which I ceferre euery Reader, which deſiteth to bee ſatiſ- 
fied in cheirs, and our agtreemeat about Soroprare tranſlati- 
ont red ftination fraewillitlie Law. ſiuus free remiſſi mof ſins, 
iuſtiſication h faith only, imperfection of ſanttification, merit, 
purgator ie, and ſaulet departed, abaut Gods worſinp, Images, 
the Maſſe,communicating in both kinds and the myſticall reces- 
ning of the Sacrament. That Learned man doth ſhew, how 
wee and they doe agree in all theſe things, which are the 
molt maine poiats of faith betwixt our amuerſaries and vs. 
And therefore I condude from this, and all that formerly 
hath beene produced in his fiſih Argument, that this our 


preſet Religion was heere in this Iland before. ¶ Auſtiu 


. 
Kune. . 
i . : * 
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. „else. dun en 
VI. Agument. 


From God the Author, and continuall Preſcruer 
of our Religion, againſt alloppoſitions. 


Hat Religion which is of God, was befurs' Luthers time: 
for that which is of God, cannot beeaſcribed to man; 
nor ſo new. as the late dayes of Lather. For the true Religi- 


on is the moſt ancient, and this is the good wayto be found ler.s.14. 


inthe old wayes, and not in new inventions, and new by. 
rie 5/6 1 712 Nr on Ft 
Bat eur Religion is of God, which ] thus probe: 

It was taught by the Prophets and Apoſties, meſſengers 
of God: the Prophets were ſent by him, 2. Chron. 36. 16. 
2. King. 17. 5 3. Icr. 25. 4. by whom'God ſpake, Heb.x f. 
and they taught and wrote, as the holy Ghoſt ditected 
them, 2. Pet. 1.41. 2.7im.3.25, The Apoſtles were ſentof 
God, Aattb. 10.5. Mart. 16.16. Gal.1itj15.andipake;as 
God by his Spirit directed them, Mattbix o. 20. Job. 14. 26. 
Theſe were the publiſhers of our R both niche 
common truthes of our Chriſtianitie, as #f> in the differen- 
ces from our aduerſaries. And for proofe, wee appeale to 
the Apoſtles and Prophets extant writings. Our Religionis 
written in thoſe holy Scriptures, the Booke of God, as be- 
fore is prooued. It is propagated and pteſerutd by ſuch 
meanes, as be ordained of God, of which alſo before, It is 
received, belceued,conſcience made of it, onely by the ope- 
ration of the Spitit of God. It bringeth men to the true: 
knowledge of God, to beleeue onely in God, to worſh 
onely God,onely to honour God, and to be — - 
ter the will of God, ks onely vpheld und ꝓreſerued by 
Gods, and not by mans power. This will eaſily 'bee gran- 
ted, if men conſider hat weake meanes, in mans 
ment, hath ſpred it abroad, and brought it into eſteeme 
wich ſuch as profeſle it truly, (to wit) onely Mg 
ing. and conflantly ſuffering in 39 

2 


I 
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ſmall number, and meaneneſſe of the 22 for the moſt 
part, which haue from the dayes of Ieſus Chriſt, made pro- 
feſſion thereof; and withall, the little worldly policy vſed 
for helpe to ſupport it. But on the other ſide if the enemies 
thereof be well confidered, who haue continued from the 
beginning of the Goſpell, perpetually endeuouring to vn- 
dermine our Religion, euery one will yeeld it to be the very 
hand of God, that maintaineth it. The multitude of them 
out of the Church are infinite; as lewes, Gentiles, Saracens, 
Tuckes, and a world of other Infidels. The Heretikes which 
haue rifen vp, and gone out from the true Church, and haue 
laboured to ſhake — very foundation of our Chriſtian 
Faith, very many. I pocrires and prophane, . are too 
,which profeſſing the ſame together with vs, yet are 
deadly enemies to the effectuall operation thereof, denying 
the power of it and deriding ſuch as ſtriueto Jive ſtrictiy, 
and would expreſſe the liuely vertue and force of it. What 
diuiſions, what vatiet 9 AN Forts doe 
ethinder the growthof our Religion? theſe 
La Enemies of it, che Papiſts, vader that — of + 
Rome; ageinſi whom,ifGod himſelſe had not fought, and 
ow Religion, they hadere-this, vaecrly exriggui 
ed it. And bo will denie this, that ſeriouſſy co th 
our ſimplicjtieand aheit deepe policie ; our too much di- 
fractions, their ſtrong combination; our ſaall Rrength, . 
theic great power; our meane eſtutes, their abundanceot ' 
wealth end weakures. ; our more then ſupine careleſaeſſe, 
their comimoall watchfulociſe,and daily endeuours, which + 
peſhbly Satan can put into their hearts,cros0erow our holy 
prof ſhoan?as by their cruell Iu quit ion, mercileſſe | 
tor, barbarous Maſſacres, hormble Treaſons,vniuſt Invali- 
ons, bloody Warres,the nouet to be forgetten Guspouder 
glos, killing of Vngs, faichleſſe and treacherous dealings, 
ing ſalt and looſa -t by lying Equiuocetions, and 
wem ll Reſerust ions, in all coue nants, promiſas, & oathes: 
baſidesnheir Memeleſſe helying our perſoru, foule and falfe 
Lad > 7 2 
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and Religion, Libertiniſme, Atbeiſine, and other abomina · 
tions; their flatteting of Kings, and 1 — of falſhoods 
of diſloyalty 2gaioſt ſuch, as they find beſſ affected to our 
Religionʒtheit politike framing of their religion for worldly 
reſpeRs,to-cuery mans humor, to entangle the ſooner mens 
mindes, ta get the more to them; beſides all thoſe helliſh de. 
uices before mentioned in the firſt argument, among which 
is the corrupting of Fathers, and the Mriting of learned 
men, both old and new, that ſo we might be altogether de- 
ſtitute of all humane teſtimonies to witneſſe with vs, or any 
helpe of man, but to be left to ſtand (as indeede we doe) by 
the hand of God, the onely Author of aur Faith and Reli- 
ion, and the onoly bleſſed ofthe ſame hitherto, 
fore Luther was borne;whonow alſo euen in theſe trou- 
bleſome times doth keepe it on fonte, againſt all the power 
and policie of our Enemies, prayſed be his holy Name for 
euer and euer, 

——— — _ can be ſaid 
for vs, or that onely we can thus prooue om Religion.they | 
are much — for much more may be 2 alſo 
otherwiſe æuen by Hiſtorie, may our Reb gion, and che Pro- 
ſeſſors be ſhewed at large. This for the preſent, i onely to 
conſiume ſuch, as in om Church truly ſeare God, andmake 
conſcience of their waies:for ſuch dooers of Cod willſhall 
know, whethes this doctrine be of God, or n, lob. 7. 17. 


THE AVTHORS 


"I FARTHER HELPE TO 


ſtay the ho neſt-hearred Pro-. 


reſtant from Apo- 
ſtacie. 


l diſpoſed Reader, ihou haſt an anſwer 
tothe queſtion, Where our Religion 
| vas before Luther! If yer further they 
| £3 aske thee, Where were the Profeſſors 
Y £98) thereof alſo before this time? Thou 
| NN | mayſt thence ſhape them this anſwere, 
OR Sas Eucn where the Apoſtles and Apoſto- 
licall men did teach it, and where Saints profeſſed it, and 
Martyrs dyed for it. ä 
It is not ſo difficult a matter, as they would make the 
world beleeue, tobring forth in euery Age the Profeſſours 
of this our Chriſtian Faith. A harder and a more impoſſible 
taske is it, for them to prooue from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
who, and where the perſons were, that in euery Age made 
The Papiſts an intire profeſſion of euery point, which now this their 
©  cannotmake a preſent Romiſh Church teacheth and practiſeth. Wee will 
true Cata · doe the former, if they will faithfully performe this latter. 
9 . They haue ſet out, as they call it, a Catalogue of chiefe 
8 Paſtors, Generall Councels, and Catholike Profeſſors, of 
which they much glory, ſeducing therewith the ſimple and 
vnaduiſed. They doe begin with Chriſt, then follow they 
on with Saint Peter, and other Biſhops of Rome on the one 
fide : on the other, they place the Virgin Marie, Iobn Bap- 
rift, Saint John the Apoſtle, with other Apoſtlesand Euan- 
geliſts: then they reckon vp Chriſtian Churches, as the Ro- 
mans, Corinthians, Galatians, and the reſt, to 2 


ke beyond Lv t HER. 39 

Paul and Saint Peter wrote; and ſo they run on along to 

the end. Now this is it, that thpu ſhouldeſt — of 

them, and put them to proue, whether Chriſt and his Apo- What to de. * 

files taught, and all the reſt there mentioned, did learne and mand of them, 

practiſe, all that the Church of Rome now dothꝰ If they can and to prelle 

ſhew this but in the firſt hundred of yeeres;profeſſe thou to hem vnto. 

be ſatisfied, and not to require farther after a continuall ſuc- 

ceſſion in the Ages following. Preſſe this home to chem; 

ſtand onely vpon this; this is plaine dealing, to begin with 

them, where they begin. And if they will not indeuour to 

fatisfie thee in this, certainely the Catalogue of the names 

of Chriſt, of his Apoſtles, and the reſt in the Primitive 

Church; are put onely in the forefront to coozen thee, if 

they can. For will they begin it with Chrift, Saint Peter, & 

the reſt, and yet not proue them of their preſent Religion?If 

they can, why doe they it not? Why do they ſeeke to put 

it off? If they cannot, why claime they theſe, for the Au- 

thors and maimainets of this their pteſent Romiſh Religi- 

on? I ſay theit preſent Romiſh Religion; becauſe there is 

8 great difference betweene the Religion on t Rome in 

the Apoſtles dayes, and the Religion of Rome now; that of 

the ¶ hurrb then, this of the Court & fun chere now. And 

here I pray thee web vndetſtand this one thing, id lait; hat 

they meme by tbir Religion a: we allo do by owy Religions 

we neither (ide took it only for that wherein we both do a- 

gree, but chiefely becauſe of the diſtinct diſterenceã therof 

either from the otherꝛchis obſerue that ihou mayftnor bee 

deceiued by the Catalogue. And the bettet to cleare thy 

iudgement therein, let them ſhew thee, that Ieſus Chriſt, 

thatalla his Apofiles, wich the reſt, in the fitſt hundred of What ere he 
t ly that wherein we and they d things which 

yeeres, taught not onely ihatꝭ u her ey doe u- in heir Cats. 

gree(tor ſa they gane nothing to themielqes, but the Cata- ogue from 

Jogue therein ſeruesfor vs, fell as for them ) but alſo that Chriſt, they 

they taught and obſerued all their now preſent differences muſt proue 

from vsias ſorxi aple, ei che miſhee c chartherl vs taught Poſe inthe 

aud the Churches learned; 0% nc 31 


J. To pidute ibe holy Tünitdeztochabe Images, io wide, 
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40 The Authors farther helpe to | 
ſhip chem to adore the Virgin (ry, as our Lady, and the 
Queene of Heauen: alſo to pray vntq other Saints and An- 
gels, and to adore their Images and Reliques. 

11. To hold the Scriptures to be imperfect and obſcure, 
that the Apocryphall bookes were of diuine Authority, the 
Latine Tranſlation was to be authenticall, that Traditions 
were to be added to perfit the Scriptures, concerning neceſ- 
ſary matters of ſaluation; that the authoritie of the hol 
Scriptures doth depend vpon the authoritie of the Church; 
that they are not to be made ſo free, as to be read and ſtudi- 
ed of all without licence. 

I 11. To hold ſeuen Sacraments, that Bapti ſme is to bee 
adminiſtred with hallowed Water, with Chryſme, Salt, 
Spittle, Coniuring, and other deuices. 

IV. To beleeue, that the Prieſt may receiue the Sacra- 
ment alone, and yet many other Chriſlians to be there pre- 
ſem looking on: that the Bread without the Cup, is to be 
. giuen to the people: that after the words of | 
the Bread is turned into the very naturall body of Chriſt, 
the accidents of Bread and Wine onely remaining, but not 
the ſubſtance: that it is to be adored and prayed ynto, and 
to be carried abowpin Proceſſion: thee it is to bee admini · 
fired with ſuch variety of garments, alterations of geſtures, 
and change of voice: that it is a propitiatory ſacrifice for 
the quicke and the dead. | | 

v. To make prayer, to adminiſter the Sacraments, and to 
ſay all divine ſeruice in an vnkuo ne Tongue : to ſay the 
Creed amongſi Prayers, the Aue Mary as a * — the 
Pater naſter vpon Beads with Croſſes, and that to a cer- 
taine number, repeating the Awe times, and the 
. Pater noſter ſoure times, with a Creede nt the end:that ma · 
ny thus praying, though they vnderftand not the words 
which — — 6. 174 

* | 


— the Church of Rome to bee the Mother 
Church, the onely One, Holy, Catholike, and Apoſtolike 
Church: chat it could not erre, and that all which ſhould 

not 
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not beleeue ouer, 25 it beleeueth, ſhould not bee held for 
ſound Chriſtians, and ſuch as ſhould nor ſubmit to her au- 
thoritie, to be held Heretikes. 

V11. To hold che Pope of Rome to bee Chriſts Vicar, 
and Peters ſucceſſor: that all ſhould depend vpon him, as 
vpon their Head: that he as Pope cannot erre 8 Cathedr : 
that to him, as of right,belongeth the ſpirituall and tempo- 
rall juriſdiction, and ſo hath authotitie to make Lawes, to 
bind conſcience, to depoſe Kings, and to diſpoſe of their 
Kingdomes: that he and his Clergie are exempt from the 
authoritie of Secular power. 

V III, To hold ſeuen degrees of Prieſthood:that there 
areſacrifizing Prieſts, in the time of the Goſpell : that all 
the Clergie are to live a ſingle life, 

IX. To ſet vp high and worldly dignities in the Church, 
as Kingly Cardinals, Prince - like vn reaching Prelates and 
Paftors ouer Congregations, not able to teach them: to al- 
low infinite Orders of Monkes, Friers and Nunnes. 

X. To beleeue, that there is a Limbus Patrum,a Limbus 
Inſantium, and a place called Pons. 

In their Catalogue they are to bring Chriſt his Apoſtles, 
and all the reſt therein named, for teachers and profeſſours 
of theſe things, and the like, elſe are they not to be reputed 
of this their preſent Religion, 

Vrge them (friendly Reader) vnto the proofe of theſe 
particular differences; till then, keepe thy right ſtanding, 
and be not mooued with a ſhew of names. 


In the meane ſpace, that thou mayeſt be wel aſſured, that Proceftanrs are 


thou art a true member of the Catholibe Church of Chriſt, of the Cathay . 


though no Romane Catholike have recourſe ynto thy Bap- 
tiſme, and the Couenant which God made withthee, and 
thou with him therein. Aske them( when any of them go- 
eth about to ſeduce thee) whether they thinke, that thou 
haſt received true Baptiſme? If they ſay, Vea, (as they can- 
not anſwere truly otherwiſe,though wee were baptized of 
yery condemned Heretikes,as the Trent Councel decreeth) 
then demand of themagaine, * true Baptiſme doth 


like Church, 


though no 


E 


L 


Part. r. Art. 9. 
cap. 10.3.8. 
Wbat ſorts 
are out of the 
Church. 
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admit the baprized into the true Church of God, or no ? If 
it doe, know of them, that then being thereby received in- 
to the true Church, why thou and wee ſo baptzed, ſhould 
not ſtill be of it in their account ? Will them to ſhew, what 
we teach and belecue,differing from them, that hath diſan- 
nulled our Couenant with God, and how we come to bee 
out of the Church ? | 

The Romane Catechiſme (which with them is of great 
authoritie) telleth vs, that men are out of the Church, as In- 
fidels,which never were in itzas Heretikes, Schiſmarikes,and 
excommunicated perſons,once of itzwhereto may be added, 
ſuch as be Apoſtates, wholly renouncing Chriſt. Taking 
this for granted, that theſe be all, and then that we be none 
of theſe, it muſt needs follow, that we are through Baptiſme 
yet in the true Church. 

Ihope our aduerſaries will not ſay, that wee be either of 
the firſſ, or laſt ſort: let them cleare vs of that, and we will 
well enough acquit our ſelues of the reſt. 


Proteſtants no I. We are (thongh they ſo call ys commonly) He- 


In his boobe of 


tikes : If they pleaſe, let the ( athobike Moderator pleade for 
vor let them beleeue their owne moderate Anſwerer (to 


cqaiuocation.. whom my L. of Couentryand Lichfield makethreply)who 


ſaith, chat he ſuppoſeth, that no one particular learned Ca- 
tholike in this Kingdome, doth, or will defend this opinion, 
That Proteſtant rare Heretikes, and excommunicate. If theſe 
on their fide will not be ſufficient tocleare vs, let vs learne 
from them, what an Heretike is, and ſo clezre our ſelues 
thereby. As Heretike (ſaith the Romane Catechiſme)s be 
whichneglefting the Churches amthoritie, doth maintaine im- 
; j=r raps — By this we cannot be proued to be 
eretikes, this cannot agree to vs. 


Fot firſt, we may demand, What impious — either -- 


* affirmariue,or negative, do we hold, which they can juſtly 
taxe ys of? Let them inſtance what — them, and then 


the fame to be hereſie: fitſt, by plaine and 


places of holy Scripture, which may conuince the conſci- 
x Tier ofindiffertemen.SeeSdly,by general Councels,or by 


any. 


4 r4 — 
. « «© 
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any one generall Councell within doo. yeres after Chriſt(in 
which ſpace were moſt famous & renowned Counces)thar 
hath condemned any maine doctrine of our Faith for here. 
fie. Thirdly, by the vnanimous conſent, and generall yoyce 
of the Greeke and Latine Fathers, for that ſpace condem- 
ning the ſame for hereſie, and for an impious opinion. Let 
them, if they bee able,ſhew,firſt in car farth, that wee hold 
any thing, againſt any Article of our Creed, which is the 
ſumme of our beliefe. Secondly, in owr Prayers, any thin 
againſt che patterne of all true prayers, commonly called 
The Lords Prayer. Thirdly, in aur deeds, which we teach to 
be done, or bid to be left vndone, any thing againſt any of 
the Commandementsin the Decalogue, the rule of our o- 
bedience. If they can thus fairely and evidently proceede, 
—— era 4 _ ah 
- $ccondly,ifany impious opinions efound amon ezare 
vs, it muſt be confidered, whether they be broched vw: not conuitted 
uate pe or tenents held of the Church in her publike of obllinecy. 
Records: Ifthe former, then are they not the Churches; if 
the Church ſhould hold any ſuch, how can they proue,thac 
ſbe maintameth them obſtinatelyꝰ For obſtinaey is not to 
be imputed vnto vs, till all lawfull, good, and ſufficient 
meanes haue been vſed to conuince our iudgement, and the 
ſame alſo by ſuch, as haue lawfull and full authority to 
iudge and determine thereof. But hitherto-this hath not 
been done, neither can it be, but by a lawfull and free gene- 
rall Councell, which the Conuenticle of Trent was not: till 83 
then we are not tobe condemned of obſtinacie, and ſo as Councellof 
yet no Heretikes. Trent. 
Thitdly, we neichet haue neglected, nor yet doe neglect Proteſtanta do 
therrue Catholike Churches authority, into which we are or negled 
receiued by Baptiſme. For we very willingly deſire to heare —— 
her ſentence: but where can that bee, except in a geverall Ine Church. 
Councels determination ? therein to heare the Catholike 
Church ſpeaking to vs from the Scriptures, we | | 
for,we readily fubmicynco.Lerh ſpeak;tharwe may 
know — > 1 20546542 | 
2 As 


44 The Authors farther belpe to ftay 

As for the Church of Romes authoritie, wee doe not ac. 
knowledgeit ouer vs, becauſe it is not, nor ever was in her 
beſt eſtate, the Catholike Church, but onely a particular 
Church, which now alſo is a party queſtioned; And cher fore 
her authoritie for her ſelfe againtt vs, is no more ol vs to be 
regarded, ihen by them our Churches authority for her ſelf 
againft them. Seeing then that by their definition, wee are 
not conuinced of Hereſie, wee ate not out oſ the Church as 
Heretikes. | 


Proteſtants are I I. Not 4s Schiſmarikes.For albeit we haue now depar- 
no Schiſma. ted from this Romiſh Church, yet are we no Schiſmatikes. 


| ikes, 


Eph-z.20; 


ER, 2 „ 


Firſt, for that wee keepe communion with the Catholike 
Church, into which we by Baptiſme were admitted, wluch 
is the body of Chriſt, and wee truly members thereof in 
faith and loue, through the worke of Gods Spirit, being 
built vpon the foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, le- 
ſus Chriſt himſelſe being the Corner-ftonec f 

Secondly, becauſe this: Church of:Rome hath falne 


from the faith and obedience commended by S. Paul to be 


in the Church at Rome in his time, as appeareth in many 
particulars before named, which the Church firſt dat 


Rome, neuer taught, neuer beleeued, nor practiſed. There» 


fore are we no Schifmarikes for leauing her in thoſe things, 
wherein ſhee bath left the true and Apoſtolike Church at 
the beginning. 

Thirdly, for that we doe not breake off from her ſimply, 
but in ſome reſpect, that is, as farre foorth as ſhe bath — 
ken her former ſelfe; ſo that if ſhee would returne to the 
Catholike Faith and Religion, and forſake her Trenti/me; 
Teſwitifme,and Popery, the inuentions oſher owne, added to 
that which firſt ſhe did profeſſe, wee want not charity to- 
wards her, to vnite our ſelues vnto her againe. For other- 
wiſe, neither our true loue to God, nor true loue to his 


Church, will ſuffer vs to liue with her, ſo defiled as ſhe is, in 


the ſpirituall bond of ſacred loue, which knits the true 


members of Chriſt one to another. Heauenlycharity, which 
maketb this vnitie, admitteth not of ſuch things into the 
| vnitie 
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ynitie of faith, as bee taught and practiſed in that Church, both 
ſinfull again God, and pernicious to mens ſoules, yea,viter de · 


ſtruction to them, without heagtie ſepentance. 5 
een rom 


Fourchly, wee haue a warrant, yea 
God, to ſeparate our ſelues from her, for th: & ſhe is become the — 


reat Whore, and ſpirituall Babylon Leatt 18.4. This charge 

God freech vs tom Schüle Not there 18 ok in, no Solche — men 
in that which God cammandeth to be done,. © Whore, Baby. 

Fiſthly, we by ſeauing this Rowiſh Church, doe not vide lon,and the 
our ſelues from the ttue, Catholike and Apoſtolike Church, but * 7 — 
by this ſeparation doe we indeedreturne tothe vaitie ofit,and and denie "hee? 
to thou firft bleſſe eſtate 17 ag firſt ng nnd things, 

eplinted 1 in is. 1 Nand byA pol Abo 

oft ch came hither, notfrotn Rome, bu debe 
Mother Church, Mae or. ai. his b leſſed 5 


began toreach,a b. wlüch is ch We re. 
turne ynto in ip of God; from which Holy, 
18 G wee were dra ene by the 


Catholiks, 20 
vf 15575 af Fach ee oer an: Jiurildifions che Pop e and 
his ce che erat backing of this W buch. Is 
as this which they call Fan no Schiſme in v5,bur. a fotſa- 
king of ſchiſme in them, & is onl pA a returning eget a recp- 
uerie of our ſelues 3 a giine to our former yoioh with 

Church, beginning at Jeruſalem, and planted flere many hüt 

dred yeeres, before the Monke Auftine euer came into 0 
Sixthly, They are properly called Schiſmatikes (ſaith Aquinas ) 


which of their owne accord and will, ſeparate themſeluet from the fs „ 
vnitio of the Church. If this be true in the iudgement of this theit Schiſmate, 


owne ſo greatly honoured Doctor, then cerralhe]y wee are no 
Schiſmatikes. 
Firft, of our owne accord and will we make not a ſeparation, 
but are inforced therto by the power of Gods cotomandement, 
to come out of this Babylon, to auoyde her ſinnes, to eſeape Nevel 18.4. 


egy her puniſhments, She het felfe hath cauſed deuiſſon, 


and offences, contrary to the doctrine which ſlice once retei· Seeſor theſe, - 
uedd, as the Epifiles of 8. Paul and ð. Peter, do in many particulars c Teſt. verit. 
50 25 19 70, 


witneſſe againſt her. The Apoſtle 8. Paul therefore wils yr to in che laſt 
auoyde het,and-uch as cauſe deuiſion _ offences,contrary to Edition. 
3 the 


k 
__ 


4a 


2.Ch.11,13,14 
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the Apoſtles doctrine, Rem.16.17. It may ſeeme from hence 
that a faction begun euen then among you. | 

Secondly;we doe not ſeparate from the Church, that is, from 
the vniuerſall Catholike Church, but from a Church, that is, the 
particular Church of Rome: for Thomas doth not ſay, Hee is a 
Schiſmatike, which ſeparateth from an Church, but from the 
vnĩtie of the Church, to wit, the Church vniuerſall,which is but 
one. For indeed, no reaſon can bee giuen, why any ſhould de- 
uide themſelues from the true Carholike Church: but good rea- 
ſons may be giuen, why a particular Church may be, and ought 
to bee forſaken; as wee doe giue, for our departing from the 
Church of Rome: for we are commanded to forſake Idolaters, 
8 er Eos harp 
of Chriſt, and doe nor abide thergin, 2,106.10, and her that is 
een eee 1 

. Thirdly before wecan be Schiſqqatikes, we mult forſake the 
vnitie of the Church. Now wherein lande is vnitie? Stan- 
deth ic only in affeQion of loue, ot alſo jn the faith of the truth? 
For boch theſe graces the Apofile commendeththe Churches, 
Epb. 1. 15. 2. Theft. 3. and faith is preferred to the firſtplace in 
both Scriptures, We haue not foriaken the vnity of the Faith, 
of which S. Paul ſpeakes, Eph.4.13. For we teach the doctrine 
ofthe Apoſtles, and no other in any thing, when we differ from 
this 5 Church of Rome, which hath loſt ber firſt faith, of 
truck in many things. Now can true diuine loue be there kept, 
where faith is loſt ? or can there be charicic ro-vnire, where J> 
Arine doth deuide? Can light and darkeneſſe, truth and falſe- 
hood cohabite in loue? Truth and loue onely dwell together; 
and for truths ſake, love ſeparateth from falſhood, whereſoeuer 
ſhefindsir. And thereforeexcept they can proue, that we haue 
loſt the vnitie of faith, wee haue not forſaken the ynitie of the 
Church in loue, as the former reaſons ſhew. 

To conclude, were the Prieſts and Leultes Schiſmatikes, 
which left the people of Iſrael, once the people of God in Da- 
mids and Salomon dayes, and many hundred yeres before, when 
Idolatrie, vnder pretence to worſhip no falſe, but the true God, 
was ſet yp,and they not ſuffered then to do their office vnto tbe 
Lords as their office required? If they were not, no more are we. 


For 
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For why doe we forfake the Romiſh Church? Is ĩt not, becauſe 
ſhe hath ſer vp a new manner of ſeruice ynto God,new kinds of 
Prieſts, ne Holy-dayes,new Sacraments, new Orders, and will 
not permit the Lords Seruancs and Miniſters to do their Offices 
vnto the Lord as he hath by his written Word preſcribed? 

Therefore ſeeing we ate not guiltie of Schiſme,we are not as 
Schiſmatikes out of the Church, into which by Baptiſme, wee 
are receiued, . 


III. Not as excommunicate pir/ons. For if we be neither He- Proceſtants 
retikes, nor Schiſmatikes, vpon what other ground will they not excommu- 
- indge vs to be proceeded againſi? There are other cauſes, for nicate perſons, 


which men are excommunicate: but in this queſtion our aduer- 
faries cannot plead any ſuch. Agaive, I aske, if we bee excom- 
municate, who hath pronounced the ſentence? Is it the Romiſh 
Church? By what authoritieꝰ Their Church is not the Catho- 
like Church, but only a particular, as ours is, and it is by vs que- 
ſtioned, and therefore in reaſon it cannot bee both a Partie ac- 
cuſed, and alſo a Tudge againſt vs in her one cauſe. Thirdly, 
we doe appeale from her vorighteous iudgement, to a lawfull 
l Councell,where, ypon earth, our cauſe is onely to bee 
beard and decided lawfully, Till which time, wee (for any cen- 
ſure of this Church of Rome) doe temaine in the true Church, 
into which by Baptiſme wee are admitted; out of which, as yet, 
we are,not lawfully iudged to bee, by any lawfull and ſupreme 
authotitie,ascither Heretickes,Schiſmatikes,or as excommuni- 
cate perſons. 

Therefore(Chriſtian-harred Reader)thou that art a meniber 
of the Church of England, though thou beeſt no Romaniſt, aſ- 
ſure thy ſoule, that thou art of that Chutch, which is vndoub- 
tedly a member of the True, Ancient, Catholike, and Apotto- 
like Church, in which abiding, thou maĩeſt, through the merits 
of thy bleſſed Sauiour, obtaine eternall life, if thou ſo beleeuin 
doeſt demeane thy ſelſe, as it becommeth a good Chriftian,and 
a Proteftanc in earneſt. 


And for thine one more certaine aſſurance and ſtable abi- How a man. 


ding, let me aduiſe thee to a ſe things. Have a care to keepe 


thy Couenant in thy Baptiſme, that thou maiſt be better per- — 
ſwaded, that God keepes his with thee, and ſo to be one of his thy — 


Prou 1. 


2. Theſ. 2.10, 
lohn 7.17, 


Iam. f. 5. 
Luk. 11.13. 


By what helpes 
to oppoſe the 
aduei ſaries 
Plaine Scrip- 
tures, 

Aug, I. 2. de. 
dofi. Chr. cap. 6. 
chryſoſt. 3. hom. 
in 2. Theſ. 
Lib. . de verbo 
Dei non ſcripts, 
cap. 11. 


* 


The parts of 
the Care- 
chiſme. 


a wthors farther uript᷑ to ſtay | 

in the true Church. Labour to feare God,for it is the beginning 
of wiſdome, and the ſecrets of the Lord are with ſuch as feare 
him, and he will ſhew them his couenant, P/al.25.14.Haue euer 
a loue of the truth, and God will not give thee ouer to beleeue 
lyes: for this is a — befalling ſuch as loue not the truth, 
beleeue it not, but take pleaſure in ynrighteouſnefſe, Be a doer 
of the Word, and thou Fate know the doctrine, whether it bee 
of God, or no. Beware of affected ignorance,and careleſſe neg- 
lect of —— vie the meanes appointed to attaine vn- 
to it. Exerciſe thy ſelfe much in prayer, beg of God wiſdome, 
and hee will giue it thee; his Spirit, and he will vouchſafe it 
thee ;pray againſt ſedition,and God will keepe thee; frequent 
the company of ſuchas haue knowledge, the feare of God be- 
fore them, the loue of the truth in them, and make conſcience of 
their wayes. Aske aduice of faithfull Teachers, liſten not to 
falſe Teachers, feare to be ſeduced. | 

And further, that thou mayſt both defend the truth, and alſo 
be able according to thy meaſure receiued, to reſiſt the aduer- 
ſaries; 

I. Learne carefully the truthes of God, neceſſarie to ſaluati- 
on, ſet downe in holy Sctiptures. Such truths are very manifeſt- 
ly and plainely delivered, either in expreſſe termes, or by an vn- 

oubted conſequent drawne from thence; and all ſuch neceſ- 
farie points as concerne all, are written in the Scriptures, as their 
Bellarmine confeſſeth. 

With theſe Scriptures acquaint thy ſelfe, and being an ordi- 
narie Chriſtian, doe not trouble thy ſelfe about obſcure places: 
for plaine and eaſie places will bee ſufficient to confirme thy 
faith in any thing neceſſary for thee, to beleeue and practize in 
the way of ſaluation. 

II. Be well grounded in the Catechiſme, the parts whereof 
are the Creed, the Lords Prayer, the Decalogue, and the doctriu: 
of the Sacraments : ſor theſe are the compeudium, or ſhort ſumme 
of all Chriſtianitie. Theſe well ynderftood, will furniſh thee 
with reaſons to withſtand ſeducers, There is not any thing of 
which they ſhall ſpeake, but the ſame may be brought to ſome 
head in Catechiſme, as either concerning Faith, and ſo referred 
to the Creed, or concerning Praier, and b referted to the Lords 

Prayer, 
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Prayer, or concerning obedience, and ſo referred to the Deca- 
logue,or tenne Commandements, or elſe tofiching the Sacra- 

ments, the Seales of our Faith. 

III. Adde to theſe, certaine confiderations, by which thou Nine confide. 
mayeſt defend the truth, and overthrow falſhood, as the com cations, 
mon law of Nature, common reaſon, right vſe of 5 Ki 
mon experience,common equitie, common charitie, common” * -<.., 
honeſtie, the witneſſe of knowne Martyrs; whereto adde the. 
corruption of our nature, allowing or diſliking of any thing. .*." ..* 

By the plaine euidence of Scripture, by the Catechiſme, and by. = 
theſe conſiderations, mayſt thou ttie all thiogs, which be neceſ. , + - 
ſarie for thee to ſtand vpon. Erde 

If a ſeducer come to thee, and that hee will needs deale wich Oflerge % 

thee, obſerue two things; fitſt, not to regard what he ſaith; if ita the”. * 
be not about neceſſary points. Secondly, ſee that his confirma&}®" A a 
tion, or confutation, be onely by either ſome, or all theſe chree Be. . 
aforenamed; to wit, plaine Scriptures, the parts of the Cate M. 
chiſme, and thoſe conſiderations, from whence if hee cannot 72 
proue his aſſertions, beleeue him not. If he begin to tell thee of het ti ' 
Conncels,ancient Father 5,and the Churches cuſtome in all Ages: beyond oe 
anſwere him,firſt,that the three former are knowne to thee, the nary mensce- 
Bible common at hand, the Catechiſme in thy remembrance, Pacitie, which 
and the conſiderarion of ſuch as are without difficultie: but as 1 2 
for theſe three laſt, great — learning, and knowledge not — 1 
in Hiſtoric, are required to vnderſtand them well, and to cite t- 
them truly. They are for the beſt learned of the world, and no 
for any of the common ſort: ordinarie men cannot iudge rr 
by chem, neither will any ſuch preſume, to thinke ſuch abilitig. . 


„ 


— 


to be in them, if they would take notice of divers things r 4 + 
* Councels, Fathers, and the Churches cuſtome. D 


Touching * know, that they are notzOrdinarymey = 


only ſubie& to etrour, but alſo haue erred: that they haue con-\cariner; 
rradicted one another: that ſome of them haue been carried by ack, + * 
ſtrong faction: that ancient Fathers would not teſt euer « x ke 1 * 
the ſole authoritie of Councels:that Papiſts themſelues, thou 
they pretend them, yet doe not wholly teſigne their iud Nee 


vnto them: that there are ſome counterfeite and forged Coun- 


— wr rage erg to true LEI b — 
ie man then i theſe ? Andifhe cannot, let 
of | 2 | ith 


50 Fe Authors farther helpe to ſtay 


him not be deceiued by pretence of them. 
Not of the al. II. Touching the ancient Fathers, chis they muſt know, that 
legation of they are found to be of differing opinions, and had contentions 
Fathers,and among themſelues: that they held not their own iudgements 
why? . infallible, nor ſubmitted to one another otherwiſe, then men 
godly and learned doe now, but onely as by good reaſon and 


| hes of w##8ithoritic they were ouercome : that they haucerredzand this is 
Selb on 47 cknowledged by molt learned men on both ſides: that our ad- 
b 0 j : . . . 
. uerſaries ot the greateſt note, do often ſhake off their authority, 


1 v 9 8 y e 

* K ENS when they are againſt them; that of the Fathers wiitings, ſome 
nk be 7 doubted of, lome are corrupted, and many counterteires are 
2 28 A but out vnder their names: that the iudgement of all the 


7 
ee fo athers cannot bee had for all our controuerſies. Theſe 
a e being ſo, how idle is it then for ordinaty men to bee 
| * MA. Alking of Fathers, of the opinion of all the Fathers, or for 
| . So ſuch men to bee carried away with ſuch a ſound, which 
— 4% e not pollible for them to vnderſtand, ſeeing our aduerſa- 
10 5 un of e & ries alleage them for their ſelues, and wee more truly for our 
NS 1853 44 ſelues? | 
Not of che al. III. Concerning the Churches cuſtome and path in euerie 
pationof age, let them conſider, that this is very vncertaine, Hiflorians 
the Churches haue not alwaics in cuery relation bin found faithful: that eue- 
cuſtome, an ric Age hath not had in it ſuch as haue trucly written of the 


| 8 A Church: that a man may ſpend his whole life, in ſeeking out 
427 


he whole Churches courſe, avd ytt not be able to find it out. 1 
mall lk wen uppoſe, I erre not, if] ſay, that all men now liuing, cannot do it 


e e — Aly in eucry Age. And therefore its but a gulling flowiſh 


r _ 112 our aduecſarics,to boat of the whole Church in enerie Age, 
of rl fre” | dyet wichall,ſo boaſting ſraudulently to meane. their one 
TH eue. aww particular Romane Church. 

| wy fs By alleaging then the ſe arguments;to wit, Councels, Fathers, 
ind the generall cuſtome of the whole Church, the conſcience 


„＋ er an ordinary Chriſtian cannot bee throughly ſatisfied, his 
+ apt n bee certaine to conuince his iudge- 


N 
| 
| 77 C nt, cheſe are beyond his reach and capacity. Be aduiſed there- 
| 


e eee 92 ore not to bedrawne with theſe reaſons, which ate to thee ſo 
vncertaine, but reſt ypon the other which be plaine and eafie, 
Within thy capacity, and certaine vnto thee; by which thou 
mayſt, through Gods helpe, maintaine that, which thou ptoſeſ- 

ſeſt, 


' 
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ſeſt, and confute the aduerſatles vntruths, or at leaſt, gather 
thence ſuch ſtrength, as they ſhall not eaſily draw thee to be- 
leeuve them: as for inſtance, in ſome particulars I will ſhew ther. 
| They ſay, that the Pope it the Head of the Catholike Church, — che 
| | There is no plaine Scripture for this. We find Teſus Chriſt to be p. _—_—y 
called the Head of the Church, but no other, Its no Article of  * 
our Creed; therefore thou art not bound to belecue it. But I 
adde this, that what we belecue,is inuiſible, Heb.tr.1. and not 
ſeene, 2. Cor. 5. 7. If therefore the Pape be the Head, there muſt 
be a viſible head, of en inuiſible body. Againe, the head imme- 
diately giues lite, motion, and direction to its true body, which 
| the Pope cannot doe to Chrifts Church. Its alſo vnreaſonable 
to ro vu heads to bee for one body; whether one beſides 
another, or one vnder another, it is a monſſitouſiy. Common 
experience teſtifieth againſt the Popes inabilitic to performe 
the true office of the true Head ro Gods Church. 

They ſay, that be cannot erre. Let it be taken in the beſt ſenſe Againſt bis 
they can conceiue it, there is no plaine Scripture which glueth vaerting 
this to any one particular perſon. Its no Article of our Creed _ 

to beleeue it, experience hath found him to haue erred foully. 
They ſay, that after the words of conſecration, the bread it turned Againſt traa- 
1 into the very body of Chriſt, and the wint into his blood, Jags Te(us ſubſtantiation. 
Chriſt is there corporally,as he was borne of thei Vrgin Mary, dey 
the accidents of bread and wine. In holy Scripture there is no ſuch 
thing taught, there is a ſacramentall phraſe, This it my body; and 
the like vſed in the Sacraments of the old Teſtament, Thu 1 
C 1 10. This is the Lords Paſſeouer, Ex. 1 2.11. 
Roc bę was — but yet no turning one ſubſtante 
into another. The Creed teacheth vs to belieue him to be in hea- 
uen, and thence to expect bis comming, when he ſhall appeare 
to iudge the quick and the dead. This tranſubſtantiation —. 
fore is no part. of our Faith, Its againſt reaſon, fora true body 
and continued quantitie, to be in two places, yea, il a thbuſa 4 
f mouthes at once. The Angels reaſon vnto (Marie, Mar. 28.8. 
confuteth this groſſo opinion; for he ſaid to her, wien ſhe with 
the other Marie came to ſeeke Chriſt; He it not here, for hee is. 


riſen: that is, He is not inthis place, becauſt he is elſe-where 
in another. If Chriſt could haue been int yd plad Fat dnce, the 
H 2 Angels 
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Angels argument hath been of no force ; remember that this is 

an Angel'-reaſon,which know wee how toreaſon truly. This 

opinion is againſt our ſences, wee ſee not, feele not, nor taſte not 

fleſh and blood. Now God neuer deluded mans fences, when- 

Erod 4.4. focuerheturned one ſubſtance into another: Moſes ſtaffe was 
& 7.10, 20,1, made a Serpent, duſt was Lice, the water blood, and water was 
L — — wine, and all theſe ſenſible. No Scripture, nor any other appro- 
Ji: ued teſtimony can be produced, to ſhew vndoubtedly the con- 
trarie. Les, this is certaine, that the true body of Chriſt is diſ- 

cernable by ſenſe to be a true body whereſoeuer it is; therefore 

Luke 24-39, Wh" the Diſciples doubted at his ſudden appearing,he ſaid, It 
i Inn ſelſe. And to proue this, he willeth them to vſe their ſen- 

ſes, ſaying, Handle me, and ſee; that ſo they might diſcerne his 

true body, fleſn and bones: and ſo might it bein the Sacrament, 

if indeed and truth he were there corporally. It hath been wit- 

neſſed againſt by the blood of many Martyrs: but where bee ſo 

many in defence of our aduerſaries — opinion? Which of 

them haue euer hitherto, or date to ſuffer for this their opinion, 

T de euill of as ours haue done againſt it? This opinion of our aduerſaties is 
' thedodrine of to be deteſted for, FA, the falſhood thereof; ſecondly, for the 
— groſſe idolatrie committed through it, euen a piece of bread a- 
dored for Almightie Teſus Chriſt himſelfe. Thirdly, ſor the bloo- 
die crueltie, which for the vpholding of it, hath been done with 


' Siation- 


would not beleeue this falſe doctrine, nor commit this abomi- 
nableidolatrie, Fourthly,all ſuch as thus beleeue, ſinne not on- 
ly inthe act damnably (for Idolatersperiſh euerlaſtingly, Rexe/, 
Al. 8.) but alſd irrepentably, becauſe they be perſwaded, that in 
ſo beleeuing and worſhipping, they doe not onely not fin, but 

doe a moſt 2 meritorious ſeruice to God. 

, Tbey teach, that there is Pargatorie,aplace of torment. In hol 

— mn Seriptures we find plainely,Heauen,Earth, Hell, & Sea; but — 
plaine name af Purgatory, nor Limbus Purim, nor Limbia In- 
fai. la the Decalogue we find Heauen, Earth, and Waters 
yader the Earth; and in the Lords Prayer, Heauen and Earth; in 
‚ en, Earth and Hell: but none of the other deui- 


go — Forthey oy 


furious rage vpon the bodies of Gods Saints, becauſe they 


the 
ſed and faigned plates. This Purgatoty tor ſatisfaction is againſt 
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and can then in equity the partie be puniſhed ? A Creditor for- 
iues freely to a man all his debt: can he then with equitie after 
hay him in Gaole to make any ſatisfaction for the ſame?ꝰ 

They ſay, that Images may beſet vp to be adored. TheScrip- Agaiaſt Ia. 
tures are plaine againſt them, Deut. 4. 1 5, 19. E/ay 40.18. As ger,and their 
17.20. Rem. 123. The ſecond Commandement, in the Deca- Worſhip. 
logue, forbids them, which our aduerſaries hid from the people 
in their vulgar Catechiſmes. Our corrupt nature is apt to theſe 
things, and therefore the leſſe to be liked of, 

They teach to pray wnts the Virgin Marie, to Saiuti and Angels, Againſt pray- 
The Scriptures affoord no precept for this, nor any euident ex- ie c Saints. 
ample : prayers there are taught to be made vnto God: Angels 
are not to be worſhipped, Col 2. 1 8. Reuel. 1 9.10. & 22.9. The 
Lords Prayer, the perfect rule of prayer, teacheth vs to pray to Match. s. 
God our Father in Heauen, whenſoeuer we pray: now, can wee 
ſay to the Virgin Nie, to Saint, or Angell, Our Father which 
art in Hleauen Can we pray to any of them, and ſay, Thy Name 
be hallowed, thy Kingdome come, thy will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heauen? Can we pray any one of them, to giue vs daily 
bread, to forgiue vs our ſinnes, to deliuer vs from euill? Can we 
aſcribe to any one of them, and ſay, Thine is Kingdome, power 
| and glory for ever? Vet this prayer warrants vs, that to whom 
in Heauen we may pray, to him may we ſay all this: but if not to 
the Virgin Marie, not to Saint, — then may wee not 
pray to them by any warrant of this prayer. Our Creed teach- 
eth vs to beleeue in none, but God the Father, Sonne, and holy 
Ghoſt. Now the Scripture plainely telleth vs, that wee cannot 
pray to any, but in whom wee beleeue, Rem. 10.14. Therefore 
then not to the Virgin Marie, nor to Saint nor Angell, becauſe 
we are not to beleeue in them. 

They tell thee, that thou muſt beleene the Romane Catholike Againſt the 
Burch, and tobe alſo a member thereof eſe thon canſt not be ſaued. —— 
| The Scriptures tell ys plainely, that God added to the Church {1 —_—_ 2 
ſuch as ſhould be ſaued, As 2.47. but not a word there of the oftheir 
Romane Church. In our Creed, wee are taught to beleeue the Church. 
Catholike Church, and that we be members ofit, but to bee of 
any Romane Catholike Church, is no Article of our Creed. Be- 
ſides, the ſpeech is abſurd, and it is againſt reaſon, to call a parti- 

3. cular 
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cular Church the generall,or the generall a particular, as the 
Church of Rome inthe belt eſtate of it neuer was other. And 
can the obiect of faith be the obiect of ſight, as it is the obiect 
of faith? Now webclieue the Catholike Church, but the Papiſts 
tell vs, that their Church is cuer viſible to the eye. This alſo 
which they ſay, is againſt common chatitie: for muſt all out ot 
the Church of Rome, be without hope of ſaluationꝰ In the plan- 
ting of the Goſpell, chere was a Church at Ieruſalem, before any 
at Rome, and many Churches planted by Saint Paul, which ne- 
uer had dependance vpon the Church of Rome; many Chur- 
ches in the Eaſt, and other parts of the World, which are not 
wichin the Romane iuriſdiction, not doe not acknowledge it; 
muſt needs all theſe be without ſaluation, becauſe the Romane 
Pope is not domineeting ouer them? Now God forbid. 
Againſt their They wil tell thee that thou muſt be able to ſhew thy ¶ Hurch, and 
— — the profeſſors thereof iu cuery age, elſe thou art not of the true 
2 — of Church. But the holy Scriptures neuer bound any to ſuch a task, 
our profeſſors neither Chriſt,nor his Apoſtles in all the new Teſtament ever 
in all Ages. charged any Chriſtian Church, much leſſe any beleeuer with 
this. It is an Article of thy Faith, to belieue, that there is a Church 
of God here and there diſperſed abroad inthe World, This isa 
man bound to beleeue, but not chat euery one, or any other for 
him, ſhould be able to make a Catalogue of all that went before 
in the ſame profeſſion in euery Age. One ignorant ofthis, may 
yet be of the true Church, neither ſhall the ignorance thereof 
damne him. 
Againſt their They will tel thee that there are ſome ſinnes in Nature veniall in 
error of yeniall themſeluet, not deſeruing eternal death. The Scripture teacheth 
linnes, otherwiſe,Rom.6.23, The wages of ſinne is death, no excepti- 
on of any at all. Yea, the conſent of ſinne is worthy of death, 
Rom. I. 33. In the Lords Prayer, when we craue pardon of our 
treſpaſſes without exception, wee thereby acknowledge, that 
euery kind of treſpaſſe offendeth God, ſtandeth need of forgiue- 
nes, and therefore what elſe would follow, if he did not forgiue 
it, but death ? This falſe diſtinction giueth libertie to our cor- 
rupt nature to ſinne, as expetience tels euery of vs, euen in our 
is wallowing licenciouſly in their ſuppoſed veniall 
ſinnes. It may ſeeme vnreaſonable, if there be ſinnes yeniallin 
their 
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their owne nature, that ſuch a horrible ſcorching fire, as they 

make that in Purgatorie to bee, ſhould bee prepared to plague 

ſoules ſor the ſame. The greateſt torments in the world, as they 

ſay, are not comparable to the totments there: How can it then 

be poſſibly imagined, that veniall ſinnes, which, as they ſay, doe 

not breake friendſhip with God, ſhould be ſo terribly puniſhed, 

by way of ſatisfaction, and yet God remaine to him, who is ſo 

uniſhed, a ſure friend? | 

f * They teach that a man hath power to doe Gods will and to auoide Againſt wans 

euill, and not be onercome thereof, if he will, The Scriptures tell ys, power to doe 

that it is God that workes the will and the deed, Phil.2.1 3. and W U. 

maketh all our ſufficiency to be of him, 2. Cor. 3. 5. Inthe Lords 

Prayer, wee are taught to beg of God ability to doe his will, 

and his grace, to deliuer from euill : ynder will, is comprehen- 

ded all good;and ynder euill, is contained whatſoever is ſinſull, 

ſo as it is not in vs to doe good, nor to auoyde euill, but both is 
Gods worke in vs. Euery man feeleth this inabilitie in himſelſe 

by experience; yea, theſe alſo which doe maintaine this power 

in man, if they would confeſſe it. And why are they not all mott 

holy, if they haue this power? Their damnation is more iuſt, 

when they ſinne in any meaſure, then ſuch as want this power, 

though they fall by infirmitie into greater ſinnes. 

They teach, that a man may fulfil the whole Law, and ſo merit. ho ; 
The Scripture teacheth otherwiſe, Laube 47. 10. Eccleſ. 7. 20. —_ — 
Prou. 20.9. Pal. 130. 3. Iob 9:20; 1. Joh. i. 8. Ian. 3.2. In the abilitie wo ful. 
Lords Prayer, we as ke all of vs forgiueneſſe. In the Creed wee fill the Law. 
are taught, not to dreame here of perfection, or of merit, but to 

beleeue the forgiueneſſe of ſinnes. And in reading the Law tru- 
ly vnderſtood, it doth cauſe a mans conſcience, euen in the beſt, 
to acknowledge himſelfe guiltie. 

I might heere goe thorow many other points which they 
teach, to which ſrom either plaine Scriptures,or from the Cate- 
chiſme, or from theſe conſiderations, thou maift make anſwere 
in thine owne defence, But yet for all this (though thou aifo 
haſt gotten heJpe co ſtand for thy ſelfe)beware of Seducers, run 
not eaſily into diſputes with them, but rather put them ouer to 
learned men to be anſwered, It is not good fer Exe for to fall 


into conference wich the ſubtill Serpent, Bee beld ypon theſe 
grounds 


UMI 


36 The Authors farther helpe 10 en 
rounds with ordinarie Papiſts, if they will attempt to ſer ypon 
— but conſider thy abilitie,preſume not aboue thy meaſure, 
continue in Gods Word, and the Lord will yphold thee. 
To whoſe bleſſed guide and Fatherly protection, 


Icommit thee. Pray we all con- 
tinually. 


FINIS. 
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